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tbe Reader 73 — falls ae, 
I bope be will not much wonder at it, 
| ber. that larger Wa. 
mes, and even Learned Ones too, in Mat. 
ers eſpecially of this Nature, do not Ee 1 
enfwer Expeftation. ] Pretend-to no gre „„ 
bare of 3 „ nor any large Hleo ure 
Acute Judgment; .only 1 am natun 
diſpos*d to Thinking and. Confederation, . and 
28 the Occaſion mentioned at the Entrance 
tde enſuing Diſcourſe, which is 


ious Pretence, but. a Thing that did 
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happen about two Years ago, 1 took. 4 Fancy © 
mw down my Thoughts upon this abſtruſe +5: =o 
Sabjefd:. * Some few ew that have ſeen it in „ 9 
pe bave thought it to be tolerable 1 
. to ſome Man of letter Partito 3 
nore clearly to thi Point, fer which Cauſe L Es 
mm not unwilling fo permit 1 Wan; > 
* 1 — rhe Subſet has not been bitherto- 
and I defire nothing. more thaw 10 
or even La 
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RR FE Things 1m wore coberene 9 and better indi. 
|. cate the Divine Attributes. | 
I. the mean time, * I bave 1 a 
Curious Diſcourſe tonterning This above 
Reaſon, among ſt which 145 50 Subject here treated 
i menen d as one; by which I perceive, 
© that this Eſſa) ay of mine is not 1 tho' 
e, it may come far for the Def 
Dir bow can an Unlearned fo 
much Thinking ) think to ; rh at under 
Reaſon. . ſo great 4 Wit Bach rauked a= 
. ings above it ? So that the Importance 
Liens will ndt ( T1 ar) ae For 
| 2: 15 Mana ; Par ph of it : Yet its Innacency will 
J am any heavy Cenſure, 
OI not reduc d my Subj ect 2455 the 
le, pr Fiege n « bind of 
. . Negative Voice; that is, tho" Reaſon cannot 
1 1; #bfolutely command the , it ag 
S vevert hel (ſo far Ovrr. rule the Oppaſer 
Neben his Negative. Some * bings m 1 
"= tho' perhaps not without beg, 
cauſe they cannot! 9 8 on E ge 
Incos venience 
| EE it be * 
; 5 or bo: 1 
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any Time > weil it be effeited, 10 * ee 
„ne or let alone. Let ſuch Perſons try how 
they can clear the In on veniencies of an Un- 
ted omniſcient and e rag Deity, which will lie 
bard upon them if they grant not Divine Pre. 
% I ſcience. On the other Side, let them ſee mitb 
25. what Succeſs they can tale away diſtributive Fil 
- i j*/fice;, and root out the Notion and Exiſtence i 
7 of Good and Evil 5 which Tak is of Necęſiiß 
mh = La. "that deny Man to be 4 Free ms 
Asen s fo come be not foreſeen, 
£2 þ 2145 24 of - Divine ors nk yr” If 
nl there be not in Man a free Election, where is 
> Sin? For where there is no Choice, bow can 
8 any one chooſe amiſs ? Tochaſtiſe my Child for 8 
I of Diſobedience, would-be all one as to whip my + 
A Clock for Song ns Either God. Almighty — 
W/2 foreſees bing. future, or he cannot be God: i 
„ -itber Man is a voluntary Agent, or be can. ; 
: 1 wm be Man. Tf theſe Things therefore awHll. - of 


* not Ow rogether, "Rows it ſelf wa ſeem im. A 
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# anaing, they chooſe to the World with 

EEE ET will ven · 
e to mix Heaven and Earth together, un. 
F der a State of War and Rapine, without any 
Fo Senſe of Divine Authority to awe Rebellions 
1 nr end. others will artempr to turn 
Sad ar & the World, becauſe they cannot 
bis P dont and eee 
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_ ire certiin Frivileg 7 Things, which will by 
1 Mean, ſtoop to Common 3 vor accom. 
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faite: And fince I bow many Capacities a= 
_ the Jame Level with mine vum, and not 
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am- incomparably greater, it muſt follow, 
n | that not only a Multitide of Infinite: 8 com. 
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mot 


fit ent, but a Number alſo of Copacities, etch. 
F which is more than infimte; which Contlu. 
fon, T think, i more than fuffictently abſurd. 
ps, | Beſides, finee God cumot do what is incofifÞ ent; 
ery | or in vol des u Colftradlidtion, He could not err- 
kd ate a Power o Fatchity, corpretenſive of bie 
e, u Perfectiam; for that edutd be 'no tefs thim. 
end Me: He camot Parcel ent Hit peculiar 
w/e ma ee bis Creatares ; for this woull 
- W ip! 4 C ES Wherefore the moſt 
ale Reo muy conrlude, there muſt- 
Neceſſity de 27 thoſe Things which the off. 75. 
fed Mt camot adei gunrely com prebend. 
And tbit us ſo, not only — — in 
Divine Perfittions, bat in Things alſo of a 
lower Nature, f hieb it "may not be impro= , 
per to inſevt vne. f ande in this Phice, bre 
an umleniuble Fruth will appear To beatfended | 
with unaccbuntuble Difficulty. For the ef 3 2 4 | 
1 Diſconrſe Cy #lffhe Covils, —_ 
Which jet (like tbe dun it felf bzth ſemt U 95. 
ſenrities ; much leſs doth it $0 dB. 
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N Pop the Deſi, on of it is, to o aſſert Ju 
the Scriptures the Truth of Divine Preſcience, 
and of Voluntary Election; to evince the Ne- 
% ceſſity of admitting them both ; to accommo. 
date the ſeeming Oppoſition, ad to point out 
| ſome of thoſe unconc ding Arguments, j that 
miſlead Men to apprehend an Inconſiſtence 
where there is noms. But in caſe I have 2 
performed this with ſufficient Stren ee 
+ Charnes of E xpreſſion, it will not be foreign 
to the Matter in Hand, to ſhew by an Inſtance, 
that ſome Thing: ugs may not only be true, but are 
almoſt univerſally bal 77. which: yet 
bow they can 1 5s inſuperably bard 10 be con- 
ceeeived. 
And this foal be an Infance which Jith fre- 
quently occur to every one that 4s converſant 
about Decimal Numbers: Scarce any good 
Aecomptant, but under ſtands, no Learned Man 
Lu will acknowledge the Force it, For os 
may have a ſmall Fraction, ſuppoſe . 4 Far. 
l thing,or of a Barley Corn, not worth demand. 
ing, which yet cannot be deny d tobe infinitely 
diviſible; tony that go going about to find 
| 3 oe determinate Part of ſuch a ' Frattion, as 
. er the like, you may i N divide it ac- 
cording to Decimal Arithmetick; and you ſhall 
_ ry -' preſently come near the Truth, and the further 
| * i} * continue Jour . „.li *. 
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20 8. to be equally 9 them ; and 


Caſe for an Example : 


mand my Share; but firſt Lam to compute what 
it comes to. To do this, I make uſe of Deci. 
mals, which in many Queftions are very Ea. 
peditious, and much in Die at this Day, & 15 mo 


more but only to divide20 ly): But 9 


ince there is a Remainder, I add Cy- 2002. 8. 5. 


pick to the Dividend, ani 8 


the Diviſion to four Places, = 55 
75 in the Quotient this whxkd ao 3 
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. N ; no, though the Divifien were to be con- 
EE rinued from Age to Age for Onethouſand Years, 
ud after that for another, yet ſtill the Quc- 
tient would be too little, er the W 
| inexbauſtible. | 
In this plain and: fan Queſtion, re. 
aud by Decimals : Three Things are evident. 
. That in a few Minutes Time an Anſwer 
A? may be given, ibo not exact, yet Sufficient! 
mus for common Die; that is to ſay, in half 
2, an Hour at moſt, I may ſafely aver it, that ſo 
=, much i my "Full Share, within leſs than one 
| * Millioneth Part of a Fart hing; and yet, at the 
/ ſame. Time, I may be Fur that the Same 
ii not my j Proportion exact iy. . 
2. Let me continue the Divifien as "fab and 
41 long 45 1 1 * Iſhall come ftill nearer and 
 mearer to the Truth, and every new Figure in 
” wotient adds. ſomething to my Share, which 
; . before; it leſſens the Dividend, and 2 
5 3 by. Various. (or ratber infinite} J1 De- & 
2 3 3 55 which 15 r aimes | 
EE - = : 3. 3 N he aicomplift'4 ; 2 "Mn pid | 
1 . . 5 | Ages would not ſuffice to drain this Ponte, | 
? "Lou may ſuppoſe (if you pleaſe) rhe Quotient to 
Þ: 6.extended in Decimal Frattions, as far "as 
1 Wy the Artick to the Antartick Pole; all 
bet woud Few reach 4 true Seventh Part, tho 
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every Hure ( as I ſaid) advances ſomething : 


towards it. „ 6s be IR 5 
Let us now lay all this together, here is a - 
Ark to be bit; as ſuppoſe it were @ Fack l- 
n 4 Bowling-Green, you may aim at it, 
5 and preſently come within an Hair: Breadth, 
Par Bowl may be:ſtill. in Motion, and every 
wer Aomemt came nearer to the Mark, and yet ſhall 
This Example in Arithmetick ſeems to con- 
clade no leſs. than thoſe. Two other noted Curio. 
ities in Geometry, concerning he. Hyperbole 
and Diagonal, and has a . mv Abinity to 


them both. For whereas f le m 
laue ſuch a Relation to a right Line drawn - 
near it, t bat both being prolonged, it -ſhall 
ome nearer. and nearer to the ſaid right Line; 
yet how far ſoever both Lines be extended, they 
ſhall never meet; this is very nearly reſembled. 
be Caſe before us. And whereasit it im. 
De. Palle to affign any common Meaſure. for the / 
Fah meaſure them both, but there will re- 
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ain 4 Part of the one Line leſs than the ſaid 5 


ummon Mea ſure, aft 
ittle as you pleaſe : So bere, it is impo 
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, with the Addition of Cyphers ) are ſofar © 


3 
£30 
I i 


- h a a» 5 2 N 
2 : * wits 6. AT AL PEP 2 8 IO POT.» as 7? | 
/ 2 Ne 6 g Pg FA 23 + Stat 
1 : 8 22 en, 8 PRE” "ct Me . 8 6 A 
"x . 2 WIFE < II „ - — — * 
. * 8 4 5 
you 
Te Mate aaa. ew 4 Verne 
nl — WM - . pe = \ o —_— —_ 
g . = „ | \ $3 =__—_ . ITY — — — 
= - \ \ . —_ * Lea”; names = - . . 
— _—— = = by a 


* 

— = 
TT. - —_ LP 
* mi 4 

n = » 


= = ® «ad 
«1 = — LOS, 
%* . = —_ ES 


. "Yd 2 ; 1 
— 
«.. * 
Fm .<* 
41354 

„ 

HE 2 

* 

3 


© 
Z - 
8 * 
ht "8 
© FELL 
_v * 
" 
$8." 
«* is 


"The Nee 1 
Vell a ee an Unit 


can be a common Meaſure to them both ; To 
conclude, from this plain and familiar Inſtance, 
may be inferred the endleſs 3 of Ma 


 Thematical uy. - 
eee there be ſuch a riows Depth i in 
d Numbers, that the Wit 2 Man can. 
end it, what ſhell we ſay of bim 
that made all Thing s in Number, Weight and 
Adcafere # How 3 725 the ee 
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de Fe Fudymon, een. 
e l. wink navrowCirele of humane 
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Hippmel awhile ag05 to a be e it 
at. a Diſcourſe between two Geptle- | 
men, 77 pay, the fatal Periad 7 
Man Life, or e fix 8 bone Rida oe, of 
Future Events: affirmin It, 2 
rom the Conlideration of God's fe 
knowledge; the other d. eny ing 1. 

ie evident Certainty oth an's Lk | 
he former urged, What God Mega, 
cannot but come to pals ; the latter p 


d, Man cannot chdofe, vor reſuls, che 
_ | of that, which is certain to be dans. m 
W thouphe there was Truth in, what they 
+ 00 1 5 their Arguments upon, 

ain Inferences, pretended to he gran 
chi Diſcourſe” pro- 
. | duced, 
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duceed, I could by no Means approve of fl © 
I did therefore interpoſe a little for an Ac. 
.commodation, but with ſo ill Succeſi 
that Thave a mind to try, if I candoany 
better in this Paper. Not that I will pre. 
ſume to moderate betwixt two Perſons 
each of them better Learned, and of fr 
greater Abilities than my ſelf. But ſinc: 
their Diſcourſe hath ſo fix'd the Subjed 
in my Mind, that I cannot eaſily remove 
it, I will only attempt to clear the Notion 
alittle to my own Apprehenſion, by ſettinp 
my Thoughts in ſome kind of Order in r: 
ſetence to this Matter. I ſhall therefore 
_ "endeavour theſe Three Things: - 


* 


4. To aſſert from Scripture, That Got 
- - Foreſees future Events; and that neverth 
E, Manis afree and voluntary Agent. 
1 F 2 4. To ſhew, how theſe two Things ) 
 "prec topcther; and detect the Fallacy o 
ſe Reaſonings that repreſent them in 


:. 2. To anſwer ſome of thoſe ObjeQtions J; 


that are wont to our in this, Debate. 
l begin wich the Firſt, apd eaſieſt Part 0 
my Task, namely, to aſſert God's For fn 
EE Kknowledge, and Man's Free- will, out Me 
= theScriptures. Theſe are indeed two ſev 
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hs 7 4 diſtinct Head of Diſcourſe : Ya I 

rather choſe to manage them both in one, 
by linking Scriptures together in ſuch fort, 
that of each Couple, the one ſhall: make 
out Divine Preſcience, and the other Hu. 
mane Freedom; and being conſider d to- 
gether, ſhall evince,' that both theſe have 
oſt· times been converſant about the ſame 
particular Erent; that is, one Text ſhall = 
prove God's Fore. Kknidwledge of and ano- 
ther ſhall evidence Mans reedom i, 
doing or Reg” che ſame individaal 
Action 2312 J ite! ene enen 
Bat Firſt thatl may dest rayWay in nuch 
as Ican, - Imuſt explain the Terms, or give 
ſome Account, at leaſt, hom I underſtand 
ent. them. Some indeed Except: againſt "the 
ings af Word Preſcience,  ald:relltis)"-thar God 
lacy {doth not properly foreſee any Thing ſince 
m he beholdeth all Things as preſent 3 but 

Is I count is Criticiſm without | 
ty; for the Word is frequently uſed; as tis 
taken in this'Diſcoutſe; and is 1 
Frnough with reſpet unto us; and to ſuch 

Things as are not yet in being. What ſhall _ 
de a thouſand: Years hence, is indeed po. 

entially in God, but not yet actualỹʒ˖ 

den. 80 chat his Knowledge of ſuch 

things, is not unficly ne: Prelcience as 
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aloche keſpest and Confiderationiof * 
what that is diſtant; is called Providence. 
Now as God's Ombipotence did vertually 
eomprehend, fram Eternity, all the Crea. © 
muts that wers to he producer in Time; = 
6 bis Omniſcienee gives him an entire ©" 
View aud Proſpect 2 all their Actions Pe 
They cannot act but by a Power derived M 

from-hins ; how then ſhould they do any il be 

Thing unf bto-bim ? He knows: what I © 
kimGlf-wilt bring t maſb im Spite of all 
Oppoſitin ʒ and bb knoſs: Nhat Latitude 
he will allow his Creatures in their Actions 
Since thereſdre Co Almighty knows his 
own. Will, and ſince Nothing | can ever 
come to paſs without his Will, either po. 
ſitive; or permiſſive; it muſt: follow; chat 
he fea and-bnows/all Things and Events, 
Wich ate 'to:come, and not yet actually 
| exiſtent, with equal Certainey as if they 
mere preſent. And this is what Imenn b) 
21 ; Divine Preſcience. . 5 . 
set now Neuen Free · wil 
7 and herein-I ſhall careliuly avoid all Scho 

_ . Controverſies abbut it, or about: Com 
mon and Efficacious Grace: As alſo thoſ 
x Fancies-about” a Thing they 

1 * A Next TO Next to none 
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and Sufficient e which * unn 
altogether inſufficient. Theſe and fach like 
Queſtions Heave to be beaten into Atoms 
between the Jeſuices and Janſeniſts. 
And whereas ſome conrend, that i din 
every Man's Power to do what the Gof- 
pel enjoĩns: For ſhould God require of any 
Man what is impoſſible to be done by him, 
he muſt needs appear to be a hard Maſter. 
Others deny that any Man can, or ever 
wilt , effectuallly bene ve and repent wikhout 
ſpecial Grace, which, wherever it comes, 
makes a chorow* Work of Converſion in 
the Heart, and thereforecan never be loſt 
jog the Perlen in whom i is finally 1 miſe 
carry; © © 
.- Others again ſay chere is aSufficienty of 
Gr race, which wich pious Endeavours will 
bring a Man to Happineſs, yet under a Poſ= - 
Moy of Apoſtatizing, in which caſe God 
may and doth ſometimes relinq uin 


And others, to name no more, bn 
chere is à Common Grace, or Utiverl: 
Talent given to all Men, which tho of it 
ſelf i it is by no Means ſufficient, yet up- 
Ain a conſcientious Improvement thereof, / 
With'earneft' Prayer for further daily Sup⸗ 

es.” e 6 to > beſtow fuck a a 
* 3 2 * - Meaſure, 
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Meakore, as ſhall be ſofficient to — 
tion; whilſt thoſe who were intruſted 
with the ſame Stock, having laid it up ina 
Napkin; are through | their own Default 
utterly ruin d. Net they add withal, that 
there are a certain Number, more pecu- 


liarly called the Elect, whom Efficacious - 


Grace does ſeize upon, ſome in a high 
Carreer of Wickednels, others at firſt 


even againſt their Will, tho in the Day of 


God's Almighty Power they become a 
willing People, to that Degree, that they 


deſire nothing more than to lay out their 


Lives, to ſpend and be ſpent - ( as St. Paul 


ſaid.) for the Advancement of that. Grace 


and Truth whereby they are ſubdu d, and 
puriſied : But theſe (they ſay) are not the 
Kaule and Meaſure of Jo >d*s Dealing wich 
Mankind in general, but are to be look'd 


13 «pony: W certain high and noble Inſtances 


of the Freeneſs and Efficacy. of Divine 


| Grace, and of: God's: exerciſing an Al. 


_pvghty- Prerogative in chooſing a Raging 
Perſecutor, or ſome Atheiftical Debau- 
pec liar Favourite and 
choſen V eſſel coin 6 


:; Whereas (I Ay) there ate thels (and 


perhaps ſome other.) Opicions, tigt gre 
anne under Conleracihowbenth the 
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Buſineſs of Free-will is in Debate; I ſhall - 
not trouble my ſelf to determine which is 
beſt, nor is it material to my Deſigu: Tis not 
impoſſible, but with a due Reſpect unto 
Perſons, Times and Circumſtances, there 
may be ſomething of Truth in them all, and 
each of them perhaps may be Good or Bad, 
according as tis manag'd. Truth and Er. 
ror I look upon as Gold and Droſs: The 
one is a pure and ſplendid Thing, but may 
be adulterated.or abuſed, and feldom is 
without Alloy; the other, tho' baſe and 
ignoble, contains for the moſt part ſome.” 
thing of 
This only (under Submiſſion) I ſhall ad 
venture to lay as my own preſent Thoughts 
about this Matter, and fo proceed; name- 


ly, that moſt Men, however under a State 


which ſhall not paſsunrewarded, and . 
thing too ( for ought they can know to the 
contrary ) towards Acceptance with God. 
Thatmany Men th 
neſs ſhall be faved, that neither know 
punctually the Time of their Converſion, - 
nor certainly whether they be converted 
or not. That few there are who attain to 
that compleat Aſſurance, as to baniſh at 


of Nature, may do much moral Good, 
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true Metal, if duly ſeparated 


rough the Divine Good-:+ _ 
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all Times, all manner of Dubitation. That 
it is all Mens Duty to ſeek that they may W * 
_ find, and to wait upon God in the Uſe of 
thoſe Means appointed by him in his Word; 
and we have his Promiſe for Succeſs, And, 
that no Man can truly ſay now, or ſhall 
be able to plead at the laſt Day, that he 
hat uſed his utmoſt Endeavours,and found 
them unſucceſsful. Theſe and the like Con- 
ſiderations may be Ground enough for 
Men tobe doing Good at preſent, and for 
their Reliance upon the Goodneſs of God 
for the future. But on the other hand, 
- ſince there is a ſpiritual as well as a fleſhly 
Wickedneſs, and Satan is transform 
ſometimes into an Angel of Light, and 
* left Man ſhould be lifted up with an Ap- 
prchenſion of certain fine Things that he 
= can do; let him remember, that tis God 
_ who Wörketh in him both to Will and to 
Do of his good Pleaſure; that of himſelf 
he can do nothing, and that all his Righ- 
tepuſneb is but filthy Rags. And this will 
help to poiſe him at the Center het weenthe 
two Extreams of Fainting and Preſuming. 
and will diſcover a Neceſſity of an humble 
| _ Attendance at the Throne of Grace, that 
; . God would ſupply unto him thoſe Divine 
Aids, and Spiritual Pawers, by which he 
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and ſind Acceptance in Chriſt Jeſus. 
And herein perhaps may conſiſt the Nar. 
_ rownels of the Way that leads to Lie. For 
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may be enabled to encounter Oppolitior 


one Man, ſuppoſing he can do nothing ac- 


ceptable to God, refolves to take his Eaſe, 


until the Spirit, that Wind which blow- 
eth. where it lift, breath upon him. Ana- 
ther thinks he is able, and willing; to do all 
that God requires; he admites his own 
alent, 
ther Men. Now the Way lying in the mid- 
dle betwixt theſe Extrèmities, the leaſt es 
towards'a Carnal Liberty on the one Hand, 
or a Phariſaical Righteouſneſs on the o- 
ther, muſt needs be a Deviation from the 
right Path, as this collateral Diſcourſe is a 
Digceflion from what I intend. - But I now 


opening + in the Improvement of his 


zetyrn, aud doſay, That let Men eſtabliſh 


what Doctrine they. pleaſe concerning 
Grace, it will not import the Matter. in 
Hand, fince I ſhall confine my Notion of 
Free- will to thoſe Things that are on all 
Hands acknowledged to be within Man's 
Power, ſuppoſing only the ordinary Con- 


currence of God's Providence thereunto. 


I conſider then, that Man, above other 


Creature, hath Knowledge to judge and 


Bs diltin- 


and thanks God he is not like + |: 


-- ere 
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diſtinguiſh of Things commodious or in- ( 
convenient, beneficial or noxious to him, in ( 

the Concerns of his Life; and it would be I 

a ſtrange Solzciſm in Nature, if he had not t 

the Liberty of chooſing the one, and re- 8 
fuſiig the other. What doth it advantage is 
2 Man, to know the Difference between a 0 
Sheep and a Wolf, if he want the Power t 

or the Will to make a Benefit of the one, 

and avoid the Miſchief of the other? Nay, MW | 

I do not ſee, but this might render Man of p 

all Creatures moſt miſerable, ſince his tc 
Knowledge of Good could be no other to »: 


him than Gall and Bitterneſs; whilſt he vi 
finds himſelf fatally carried on to Evil. And th 
ſuppoſe he had been er T 

to Good, his Knowledge of Evil then had at 
been in vain, or rather indeed it had been ta 
__ impoſlible ; ſince Man could not have come [| ar 
to the Knowledge of Evil, but by doing it. Pl 
And what could Man, under a Neceſſity of  #: 
always doing Good, ſignifie more than a tic 
good Wafch? which tho it moves regu- an 
Iarlys yet is it akogether involuntary, fo 
cannot do otherwiſe, knows not that it Sh 
moves at all; and conſequently. is inca- I hi 
poable of Praiſe or Encouragement, Reward 8 10 
or Puniſhment. Thus if we take away fl 
from Man his Faculties of Judging and 


7 


— n 


| ; pen. 


88 and Mans Free Agency. . AF | 


_ Chooſing, we make the Lord f the 
in Creation the moſt contemptible Thing in 
be Nature, and put Him under the Feec: of 


zot thoſe. Brutes he was made to nile over. 
re- So that without voluntary Agency, that 
ge is, without a Will and the proper Exer- 
na ciſe thereof, Man becomes a little better 
ver than a Senfleſs Machine. Nos 
ne, But now, on the contrary, we ſeeplain- 
ay, I h that, by the good Providence and Diſ- 
1of poſal of Almighty God, Men have Power 
his to do many Things, as namely ro culti- 
to vate the Earth, to build Houſes, to pro- 
-he I vide againſt Hunger and Cold, to educate 
\nd their Children, co exerciſe ſeveral Arts and 
ned Trades, for the Benefit of Humane Life, 
had and to manage all theſe according to cer- 
cen I fain Rules, Methods and Obſervations, 
dme || ariſing partly from Experience, and part-. 
g it. ly from Mens confulting one another. 1 
y of | ky, in all theſe, and a thouſand more Par. 
ana. *iculars, Men do conſider and deliberate, 
egu- and then purſue their feveral Deſigns, 
ary, || ſome with greater, others with à Heſſer 
it it Share of Prudence, but each imploy ing 
inca- bis Meaſure, and accordingly determining. 
io chooſe this, and reſuſe the other. 
In ſhort, I conceive, that God having 
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1428 Of God's Forelnomledge, 
Judge, and a Will to chooſe, and con- 
_tinually ſupplying him with Power to act 
. - according to his Nature, he doth not or- 
dinarily over-power or impel his Facul- 
ties, but leaves bim to the free'Uſe and Ex- 
erciſe thereof in Things within his proper 
Sphere. And this is what I mean by Free- 


Will. Now I addreſs to my Province, 


Which is, to aſſert this Freedom or Humane 
Liberty, together with God's Foreknow- 
ledge of future Event, from the Scriptures. 


The firſt Pair of Scriptures that I im- 


ploy for this Service, ſhall be out of Exo- 

dus, where Moſes is appointed of God 
to go unto Plaraab, and. lay unto him, 
Let us ga, we beſerch thee, into the Wilder- 


meſs, c. It is not eaſily to be imagined, 


but that Phærabb had Power to have .grant- 
ed this Requeſt at firſt, and the very Re- 
| gueſt At e f doth ſtrongly imply a Liber- 
ty of granting it. No. god Maſter will 
reguite any Thing of his meaneſt Servant, 
with Intent to puniſh bim ſeverely for 


not doing it, and yet ſecretly contrive 


Means to prevent and diſable him, that he 


= ccannotdoit. To ſay, that Gad ſhould ſend 
Moſs to make a Requeſt unto Pharaoh, ſay- 


© Ingo Let u go, we pray thee, that he ſhould 
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gelrey him at laſt for refuſing, a in i the 
mean Time. ſhould bind up his Heart by 
ſome irreſiſtible Influence from all Poſlibi- 
of granting it: This would not only 
excuſe Pharaoh froni the Guilt. of Sin, but 
make an odious Repreſentation of the 
Ever-bleſſed God; as if His Wiſdom were 
exercis'd in laying Snares for theInnocent, 
and His Power in their Deſtruction. Should 
2 Writing ⸗Maſter guide his Scholar's Hand. 


and Mar 5 rw PILE 


to make à Blot, or ſome ill Character, and 3 


then beat him for it, whereas being leſe to 
himſelf he would have done better; W bar 2 
could be thought of ſuch Behaviour in a 
Maſter? And how juſt would be the cher 
lar's Indignation againſt hing? i 
The Sinfulneſs of an Action conſiſts 5 io 
thi that it is voluntary, and againſttheCom- 
mad; the Nature of a voluntary Action is, 
chat tis done out of Choice and Delibera- 
tion, when otherwile it might be forborn. 
Now, either Pharaoh ſint'd in detaining the 
People, or he did not; if not, Whereſore 
was he deſtro 2 85 ® Shall mot the Fudge of 
all the Earth do Right? If he did, he acted 
out of Choice, and conſec vently he mighe 
have diſmiſſed the 1aelites ſooner, if he had 
e Hence i win 8 5 e 1 5 ; 
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could be no ſecret Influence, nor any pre- 
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determining Concourſe from God, to bind 
his Faculties, or take away his Free Agen. 
cy ; only the Pride of his Heart, deſpiſing 
God's Meſſage to him, and his domineer- 


ing Ambition to keep the People in Slavery. 


did out- weigh ( in bis unjuſt Ballance ) the 
other Motives he had to diſpenſe with them. 

And herein conſiſteth the Nature of E. 
leon, that of two Things propoſed, with 
- Motives on either Part, a Man freely chooſ- 
- eth that which likes him belt, in his preſent 


F tho at the lame Time (if 
he thought good) he might chooſe the o. 
ther. Thus did Pharaoh chooſe to detain the 


People, there's his Choice; yet before ever 
the Matter was propounded to him, God 
himſelf ſays, * am ſure be will nor let you 


» here is Foreknowledee : : ThereforaDi- 
vine Pręſcience and Humane Liberty are 


* conſiſtent; and have been convetlant about 
the fame individual Action 
But here an Objection may atiſe from che 
' Seventh Chapter, and the Third Verſe, where 
God ſays, + He will Harden Phataoby's beart ; 


From whence it migtit be ſuppoſed, that 


Pharaoh could not act voluntarily, not be 


laid to have any real Frecdani — To 
Wieder WS: 
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I. I will not deny, dr hatin Condit 
ration of Pharaob's former Wickedneſs, in 


dealing ſo barbarouſſy with the People of 
Tirael, God might forſake him, and give 


him over to Hardneſs of Heart. But then, 


2. I deny that this Hardneſs of Heart, by 


whomſoever, or in what Manner ſo ever, it 


was wrought, could deprive him of the Li- 


* 


berty of doing a Civil Act within his Power. 


He might for ſome Selſ· End, or with ſome 
il Deſign, have dimiſſed the Vraelites, and 


yet ſtill have retain'd his hard Heart; it was 


— 


but a Word ſpeaking, and the Buſineſs had 


while the Smart was upon him, he could 
ſay, I and my People are wicked; and pro- 


miſed too, to let the T/ralites go; but 
ſtill as he found Reſpite, (thinking perhaps 


the Storm was over] he retracted. On the 


one Hand, there was the Danger of Periſh. 


ing, or having (atleaſt) his Kingdom ruin d 
by thoſe Judgments God ſent upon him: On 


the other Hand, there was the luſt of Tyran. 


nizing over an Enſlaved People, and the 
Benefit of their Labours in making Brick. 


Theſe two Weights being oppoſed each ta 


other in the Scales, ſometimes the one, and 


* 
22 | 
* N 5 


K Exod. 9. 27, 2 . 1 * | 
. ag ö a : ; 


| been done. And. it is obſervable, that 


1 

; 

# 

x 
1 

* 
. 


wor * 
7 - - — 
« - 3 2 rn 22 — 
8 - — 3 — 
* * 7 
- a th. 
— HERR 4 HIT 5. 4t- » 14-4 5 — 
* 
1 9 * N. 2 1 — BY * _ TE * 
; 1 . "gb 
1 
* 


rr 
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16 _ Of God's Foreknowleage, i 
this purely is Deliberation, the Reſult where. 


of is Chooſing, and Chooſing is the un- 
doubted Property of a Free Agent. 

© 3. Concerning the hardening of Pharaoh's 
Heart, the Apprehenſions of Learned Men 


are different; that which to me appears the 


moſt Reaſonable is to this Effect, namely, 
J hat this Induration is not to be under. 
ſtood as any poſitive Act, or immediate 


Efficiency from God, whereby Pboraubs 
Heart was made hard, (much lefs his Will 


predetermin'd ) diredtly'and properly, no 
more than it is to be underſtood, that our 


Saviour's Coming was directly and properly 
to fill che World with Diſſentions, devauke 


He himſelf faith Expreſly, that * He came 
not to bring Peace on the Earth, but rather 


Diviſun. The primary Intention of the 
Goſpel, no doubt, was Peace and Good Nil 


toward Men; but meeting with various 
Tempers, and ſundry Degrees of Cor- 


ruption in the Hearts of Men, it could not 
c0hooſe but occaſion Diſſention ind a Sword 


upon the Earth. In like manne the primary 
is to reform 


the World, and bring Men to Repemance, 


Whilſt in ſome Perſons they have a quite 
_ contrary Effect. So that, as the Goſpel of 


a , 
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Peace was the accidental Cauſe of War; fo 
might God's dealing with Pharaoh tend to 
harden his Heart, and yet to ſoften a leſs 
rebellious one, as the ſame Sun-beam melt. 
eth Wax and hardneth Clay. And as Sin 
by the Commandment becomes exceeding fin- 
ful, * in ſo much that the Commandment it 
ſelf, which was ordained anto Life, is found 
to be-unto Death: So Pharaob's Stubborneſs, 
under the Divine Hand, becomes the more 
exceeding ſtubborn; andthat Chaſtiſement, 
which was ordained unto Reformation, did 
the more effectually promote his Deſtru-. 
tion. Hence it is highly probable, that, I 
will harden his Heart, may import no more: 
than this, I will bring ſuch Things to pals, 
and in ſuch a Manner as ſhall, through his 
own Corruptions, render him much more 
e dt 
That the natural and direct Tendency of 
God's Dealing with Pharaoh was tq convince 
him, ſeems very apparent from theſe Con- 
ſiderations: 1. He orders Aoſes to try him 
with innocent Miracles, afterwards with 
ſmarting Ones, by ſuch Degrees, till it 
come at laſt to the Death of his Firſt- born. 
2. While the Plagues lay heavy upon hin, 
he gave ſome Signs of a yielding and re- 
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lenting Temper, but ever inthe Interval he 
contracted a greater Obdurateneſs. 3. The 
Judgments of God had their proper Effect 
upon the Egyptians, ſo far, that they would 
gladly have the Iſraelites diſmiſſed ſooner, 
and at laſt, were not only urgent to have 
them gone in haſte, but willing to part with 
their * Jewels into the Bargain. Theſe Conſi. 
derations (1 fay:) ſeem ve iy much to fa. 
vour the forementioned Senſe of the Place; 
but whether that be the ony true Meaning 
oſ it, 1 ſhall not contend, fo long as I can 
. make it good, that Pharach was a free 
Agent in that particular Thing which was 
_ - foretold by God Almighty, © 
1 The next d6uble Teſtimony ſhall be out 
of + Ezekizl, where the Prophet is ſent to 
the raelites, and Words put into his Mouth, 
to wan and dehort them from their wicked 
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the pro ber 8 Voice, as Nineweh did in the 


like Caſe, it will follow, that they were not 


* 34 


by any previous Neceſſity diveſted of their . 


Humane Liberty, as is alſo evident from 


theſe Words ſo often repeated in the Pro- 


phet's Commiſſion, M bes ber they will hear, 
or whegher they will forbear ? Which is as 
much as to ſay, they have their free Choice. 
And what follows? * But the Houſe of Iſrael. 
will not bearken unto thee.. 
only afford Liberty and Opportunity of Re- 
pentance, but he urges the fame by ſtrong 
leadings and Inducements; and yet at the 


And this is what 1 undettook to aſſert from 
he Scriptures! © ” 


Again, in che Fifth of Hoſes, 4 God 


n their Iniquity, 


o Repentance. This indeed might have its 
proper Effect too, upon ſome ſmal nant 
hat ſhould eſcape (a), and remember God 
among. the Nations whither they were to 
de carried Captives. But now there is the 


fall in their Iniquity, as to the few that 


edge 
Ic. I, nere ck. 6. 5g. 
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ame Time, he foreſees a contrary Event. 


ame Means afforded to thoſe that ſhould 
would elcaps 3 nor doth God's F 'recknow- 


God doth not 


4 foretells, that edel a nd Ephraim ſhall fall 
"Fudah alſo- ſhall fall-wih- 
yet in the Sixth Chapter I he exhorts : 


/ 


> 4 "of 607 . 
9 ledge ofthe Goren Events impoſe a Neceſ. of! 


| will abufe it to their Ruin. 


the Floor; and 3s Smoak-out of the Chim- 
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fity upon either. He grants Liberty unto Il of ( 


both, which he knows a Remnant will make N the 


good Uſe of, whilſti the grester Number ¶ ſcie 
Thus it is evi. ty, 
dent, that n and Preſcience are von - 
mm 

I is moreover erophatied of Epbraim 
that by * reaſon of Tdolatry, they ſhall be 
As Chaft driven with a Whirlwind out of 


ney; yet afterwards, we read in the ſame 
Chapter, 0 I/3aeh, chow haſt deftroyed thy ſelf. 
We do not uſe to ſay, a Man deſtroys him- 
af, thatis, unw unwillingly run down by exter- 
nal Force, or ſome inevitable Neceſſity; 
nor can he that ruines himſelf, charge the 
Fault upon another. If 1/7ael deſtroys him- 
ſelf, he is ſurely the Agent of his own De- 
ffructian; and if fo, he is either a Volun- 
tary or an 1 Involuntary Agent; i Involun: 
tary, he cannot be ſaid to deftr himſelf, 
© no more than a Houſe burns it ſelf, when 
Fire is ſet to it by an Incendiary. An In. 
EZ Agent, as a Sword Or a Ham. 
3 as tis Sang * 2 Hands, 


55 "and Mars Foe N 2 x 9 
ecel- of his deine; ad 8 chisks foretold 
unto of God by the Prophet, i it muſt follow ( if 
make ¶ the Scriptures be true) that Divine Pre- 
mber ¶ ſeience doth not any way infringe the Liber- 
s evi. ¶ ty, or Free Agency of Rational Creatures. 
co God ſoreſaw, that wicked Hands would 

I be forward enough to deliver up the Divine 
raim, ¶ Perſon unto Death, who was the * Lord of 
all be Life; nay, hisdeterminate Counſel did con- 
ut of WW cur with his Foreknowledge, ſo far as to 
him · ¶ let it praceedto Exegntion, as the Learned 
ſame Mr. Howe abſerves. Aud our Saviour T 
by ſelf. I himſelf, not only deſcribes particularly:the 
 him- Þ Manner and Circumſtances of his own 
exter- Death, when yet it was not near at Hand, 
ſſity; but ĩs ſaid alls to Euοιν all Things that ſhould 
e the ¶ come upon Him. Yer if the Actors of this 
| him- Wickednef had been rightly informed what 
n De- they were about, they would have left their 
'olun- © Work for other Hands: That's very ftrange 
rolun” ( ſays one of our Diſputants), here is an 
mlelß Event ſecur'd by the determinate Counſel 
of God; here is the Place where, tie Manner 
hom, and the Perſons by whom it ſhonld b 
brought to paſs, _— before-hand by 
lands, ¶ our Saviour; Can an that is ſo inſal- 
mains libly certain admit A117 es, in St. Pauls 
* it may, and he is — de-. 
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ſüound no Cauſe of Death in him. And hadi 
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us; Had they known it, they would not baus 


NMleetneß of the Priſoner, the Clemency of 


| Witneſſes: On the other Hand, there ws 
F _ thelnfluenceofthePrieſts, the 
to i CourtandCriesoftheMul 


tion will appear highly reaſonable, when 


fadly Miſinform'd as they were, and Im. 
pos d upon by all che Wicked Artifice ima. 


vretched People, and the Danger of a Tu. 


trivance of the Prieſts, and their Sham - Evi 
dence, would not have weighed agaitiſt Pi 


8 
oe 
by * 


— 


ſerves ſome Regard. And indeed; his Aﬀer 


we conſider the Princes of this World, fo 


ginable; yet we do not find chem very eager 
to be concern d in the Blood of that Juſt Per. 
ſon, when the Principle Agent pretends 
to waſh his Hands of it, and-profeſſes + he 


not been for the impetuous Clamours of 1 


mult, tis probable that the malicious Con. 


late s Native  Clemency. © What muſt we 
then think had been done, | in; caſe of 2 
Tight Information? Why the Apoſtle telb 
 Crarified the Lord of Glory. This puts it out oſ 
all Doubt, that 1 —4— 8 8 Other 
Force than the Reſult of their omm Delibe 
ration. On the one Hand, there was the 


Judge, and the Diſagreement. of the 


+ 
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U kept the Buse "IR a while in Equilibrio, 
Ailer-W but then the Fear of a Tumult ſuperadded, 
when calt the Scales... Nor were they underany 
id, ſo f further Neceſſity of Crucify ing our Saviour, 
d Im. by Means of ſuch a Divine Foreſight, that 
Una: pe ſhould be crucified, than they would 


eager have been under, in caſe i it were to be ſup- ; 


kek poſed, that God had not fo punctually fore- 
ends feen, or foretold the 8 

Ss Thel There are many other Places of Serip . 

_—_— ture that doevidently prove, thereisin Man 
4 T0 a free Election. Solomon is commended 4or 

a Tu. cing Wiſdom, when he might have 

s Con. ated Riches, Length of Days, or Revenge 

_ upon his Enemies; and Anavias + is the 
oft more condemned for Falſity about the 

ce price of the Land, becauſe that even aſter 


e of 2 j 
He telt it was fold, it was in his own Power. 


ot have 
t out of 


Husband's Choice, either 10 \efabliſh it, or 
make it woid.  - 

(a) Chooſe you this 1 ill fra; 
(b) Go and (a unto David, Thus ſaith the 
Lord, I offer thee three Things; ; - cbooſe thee 
1 * them, that I may do it unto thee. line x 

heſe Scriptures are fo clear, they need - 
no ee, nor do oy n of * 


* 
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F a Wife make a Vow, it is 1 tobe. * } 
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| Objeaion. And I think there is no leſß Evi 
dence for Divine Preſcience, ſince all Pro. 
phecies,and many other Places of Scripture, 
do either mans => or by juſt Conſequence, 
ut' it beyond - with all that ac“ 
| oF 0 — 5 * ority of that Sacred 
Book. I all mention no more but this one; 
and therewith cloſe up this firſt Part of my 
Undertaking : It is ſo direct and full to th 
Purpoſe, as if the Holy Ghoſt had defign'd 
it to remove all N and Heſitation . 
bout that Matter. I am God, and there i 
none like mo, lein the end from - 3 
giuning, and row 3 Fins th Ar 
_ are not yet 
Had 1 Leaſdre u now. o 
conſult the Fathers ow, or Opport im i in- 
clinable to believe, I ſhould have their ge. 
neral Suſfrage in this Matter; but trply thoſ; 
Gentlemen are none of my \Familiars, and 
I was loth to trouble them. Yet meeting 
Accident with Two of them, which are 
eſteem d no leſs than Oracles, I made boy 
to as them their Opinions in the Caſe. | 
confeſs; I was not diſpleaſed to find them fo 
very civil, and fercurable to the Notions 
had already formed, and in part written 
. en this S. wr 
thele 


Op bortunit 50 & 


— Mar s Free Teng. | _25: 
heſe was the Learned Suarex, who firſt of all 


4 


{5 Evi: 


II Pro. liſputiug copiouſly about Mans Ca 8 acity of 
pture, ſeting freely, he brings it at yl to this 
Uence 


- eee ne evidenter, ſirum eſſe in 

Fraporeſtate aliquid agere vel omittere, & ad 
hoc utimur ratione G es ac conſultarivne, 
t in unam punt; quam in aliam in- 
linemur: Bf erg , Þ poſs ſitio in *. rot 
rio, alioqui uiſſet nobis data ue, hec 
eliberandi e vis. *. find by 
aging Experience, that it is in our Power ei. 


at ac“ 
Sacred 
is one, 
of my 
to the 
fign'd 


ion . 

there h ler to do a Ming or leave it undone, therefore 

tbe be. be reaſon, 5 and deliberate, in order io 
ge that ho one Thing rather than another ; "tis 
Whit 7 2 ore in our Power to make a paſitive Choice, : 
ity, to ſe we have this Capacity given us in vain, 

Am in. Tis comes. cloſe to that Point. And then, 


eir ge. y the next Place, he doch no leſs vi rig 
y thoſeſÞpaintain God's Foreknowledge | 
rs, andſents and Actions, whether Voluntary, or 
eeting N ontingent. the Sum of which is thus 
ch are fr“ God cannot ( faith he) be ignorant 
e bold of what he himſelf doth, or will = be- 


aſe. I cauſe. he knows his own Will and hi 
zem ff Power to effect what he Wills. Nor can 
lotions he be ignorant of what his Ho | 


do now, .or what they ſhall do herea 

becauſe whatever i is a Good in 
r 

— ard Ter f 885555 FF . 
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© heir Addons, is by immediate Influence 
ce from himſelf; and what there is of Pri. 
<< vation or Deke, cannot be without hi 
Fesmiſſion, and therefore he cannot bill 
« i noradt of Mens finfolandwicked Add 
< ons. He goes on toſhew, that unleſs Gol 
_ © did foceknow from Eternity whateve 
Vas, or is to come to. pals in Time, ht 
46 could neither be Omnipotent nor Immy 
4 table. Nat Omnipotent, bexauſe irr ref 
— ons dhe DA reof he hadn 
4 Fareſight, his. Providence'ind Geovem 
c mont of Affairs muſt needs be Defectine 
« 25 cs co hs Knowledge wi ky 
| y-.QCCUr: to hic 
new not before. 
Aequs hine. ſequitur Dank: hehe bane E 
| anion eee ane: ſiunt in i 
 hernitate ſua; ut 1 Alam fan 


nue. on, ia now poteſh: 1 4. 
h 2 nutem quis an te Dans þ wy 
ms go gee mg providentianm: in. rebus adm br 
a mn | #1 , FRY 

"Thus: far that: Eminent — ah. 3. 
Tua other is che Angelicat Thower A +0 


en emer '&ratylehim; 
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e r 2» 
diſtaft „ to which,thie Occurrences 
now preſert are to be ordered, which doth 
thergfors neceſſarily include Preſcierice: He 


| faitly after wards, Providevtia Dei eff ommium 


ſagulariam net tuen « rebus excliedit comtin. 


genriam, nec cuſum, ner futanam, ner thevath 
ne: That rde Providence of God eu. 
render to all Partieulari, t excluds Con. 

tingency, Chunee, Fortune, of Free. i | 
Add kerennts, that it was allowed St. A.. | 
"hw as Marie, that God, 'by Bir fotel 
7 65 not neceſſſtate, or cunſtram, 


12 10 ef ide 2 forthminh By © 


"Teffirticnies, ' as they are of = 


anquoſtivcrable Authorfty, Þ arvthiey clear, 
Fry and falltothe Purpoſe; and ais 


1a dein for the Firlf general Fed. 


& Prov 
at that! 


Jo Hitant 


Famnow im the Setbyd Place, to attempt ES 
attic ReatStis;or Cotifiderarions;,whereby 
oc ο‚mmmpmodate che Difference; or at leaſt to 
ſeſſen trie Oppoſition, that keene to be be. 
reef Preſeienee atid Freꝝ will The Heads 

tw Be inſiſted on for that Purpdſe are theſe 
Three - timely; Th: Trirb of 1heHoly Serip- 
huet, he Hurmdny F rhe Divine Attributes 


milz mee e dine Freſeience. 5 


9 Firſt tien. 1 the Verityof the 
Rn; eier 8 
an 


—__  -notread the Bible, or that they prefer the 
mat they would be thought to be proſound- 


 _ other more experienc d Workmen, who do 
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an Atheiſt, writing only to ſuch as do ac. 
knowledge the Truth and Authority ofthoke 
Sacred Letters; but chiefly (as I ſaig be 
fore) ſor my own Satisfaction. Some young 
Divines indeed | have obſerved, who in their 
firſt ſetting out to preach the Mord, affect to 
preach altogether without it, and ſeem to 
triumph in diſpelling the Darkneſs of Athe- 
iſm and Irreligion, 5 Gloworm- light of 
Corrupt Nature. Others there are, that 


prove their Doctrines out of Terence, Tull, 


and Seneca; whether it is, becauſe they have 
Authority of Heathen Writers before it, or 


not trouble themſelves to dig below the 
true Foundation, but. think. the Rock of 


Ages ſaſe enough for them to build upon. 


Now, as that Comical. Way of Preaching, 
to. vulgar Ears, doth rather amuſe than 
edifie ; fo this Eſſay (which is not like to be 
regarded by the Learned) if it ſhould hap 
pen to take the Country Air, would look 
very thin without Scripture-Evidence. But 
IF indeed the Scriptures do clearly ſpeakthe 


Subſtance of what is herein contained, thi I 


With 


| ought to have the Force of a Reaſon, 
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and Man's Free Agency.' 29 


do ac. if all thoſe that acknowledge the Authority of 
ſthoſe 


| that Book. Nor will it be material to object, 
ig be · ¶ thatthis Argument doth not ſufficiently make 
young out the Reaſonableneſs ofwhat is here plead- 

n their ed for: For as there are ſeveral Ranks of 
ect to Priviledg'd Things, which will not conde. 
em to ſcend to common Reaſon, ſo there are ſe-. 


Athe- iſ veral Degrees of Reaſon alſo, of which the 
ight of ¶ Lower ought to yield to the Superior; and 
2, that it is the higheſt Reaſon ſure, that God i- 

» Tull, true, tho? every Man ſhould be found a Lyer. 
y have ſl Lam by no Means againſt it yet, that a- 
fer the theiſm ſhould'be encountred upon its own 


it, or I Principles; if at leaſt it can be ſaid ta have 
lound- ¶ any Principles at all; but every Strip ling is 
1 find not a fit Champion for an overgrown Phi- 


who do liſtine : And Ihad rather have that Province 
ow the] entirely left to ſuch as can manage it, than 
ock oi have the Truth to ſuffer by weak Patronage. 
upon. As for thoſe therefore that expect better 
ching, ¶ Proof than from the Word of God, and thoſe 


than natural Conſequences ariſing thence, I ſhall, - 
e tobe leave them to the Diſcipline of their own _ 
Id hap : Conſciences; for if they are not convinced 
Id look by what Bp. #i&ns, Bp. Ward, Mr. Boyle, 
ce. Bu Dr. Cadwortb, Sir Cha. Wolſely,-and ſame o- 

eak the thers, have already ſaid againit:Atheiſm, 


ed, thi I ſhall never hope to give them Satis- 
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1 thofe TwoGendejnen,heowix: 
N whomahe Controverſy was ſtarted, upon 
which Occafion 1 write down thele haſty 
Notes, they are both of them (I hope) ſeri · 
ous Chriſtians, not doubting in the leaſt the 
Truth of the Seriptures, yet differing vaſtly 
in their Apprehenſions about this Matter. 
One o <4 Si is firm in the Belief of Di- 
vine Preſcienee, but ſomewhat heſitant as 
to the Buſineſs of Free-will : The other ts 
ſo much a Free-willer, that be ſeems to ca- 
thier Divine- Preſcience ; * N ke) 
&+ if God offer me aby good Thing, and 
3 1 3 A ac: 
; CEprt am NOUMnNg dend i { 
. Him for Bis Kipdaek.——— - 
This manner of Exp cancrening F 
Gad, is oyer hold and f 7 we may fl tf 
not ſpeak of Him with.ſych a Libęrty, as is I th 
allowable. in other Matters. Beſides, let vs I R 
u 
C 
tt 
I 
8 
t 
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_ obſerve the | Canſaqaeand; and va ſhall find 
it to be this, thatsither Gd Almighty has no 
Knowledge at all of —— er alle, 
that all conditional. Promiſes, throughout the 

" whole . Scripture, gre ho mors than Sh 
dow; the farmeraſ xbich Qonlguenact 
ſtrikes at the Perſefian. of the Divine Na- 
ture, and the lattes blurs the Sjecerity of 
_ inſpired * To which j it _ 
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wirt be e added, that rack Doctrine is falſe and 
upon ¶ injurious to the Goodnels of God: For his 
baity Beneſits offered to Mankind are not to be 
{eri- ¶ valued by His Foren edge of Non-ac- 
the ceptance, but by their 2 
and by Man's Capacity of emoying them 
H he will. And wee doth — 
know, who will not accept of His Kind 
yet he knows at the ſume I the Fault sin 
themſelves; nor is their Refuſal any further 
necellary from any ſuch Divine Forefight, 
than otherwiſe it would have been. So that 
ſome Perſons will indeed feem to haveia 
great: Veneration for the Scriptures, and 
yet on ſuch Principles as render a Proae 
part of them-infignificant : For, if God's 
Foreknowledge neceſſitate all "Events, SD 
that nothing could have fallen out otherwiſe 
than it doth ; then all Divine Prevepts and 
Rules of Life, all Promiſes and Threatnings 
upon certain Conditions, are no more but 
Cheats and empty Formalities. But now, 
to thoſe that ſmcarely acknowledge the 
Divine Authority and Truth of the Holy 
Scriptures, ( as all C 125 ** 0 00 
the Argument will lie chus : A 


er is entirely true, is alſo 12 21995 
niaus and 1 A1 23 
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7 it this 1 that the "IE as pro- 
ceeding from God, are indeed moſt perfect. 
Jy and entirely true, yet paſſing through the 
Hands of ſo many Men, in various Copies 
and Ver ſions, ſrom one Language into ano- 
ther, it cannot be, butſomething of Humane 
lafirmity muſt ſtick to them. This indeed [ 
freely grant; and if any ſuch Thing can be 
made evident in the Caſe before us, it will 
be very fir to be conſidered. In the mean 


Time, there can hardly any two Things be 
named that are more clearly and vigorouſly . 
aſſerted in Scripture, than are Divine Pre. 
(ſeience and F tee. will, as well in the Places 
Above - mentioned as in divers others. From 
wWhence it will follow, that if thoſe Places. 
| of Scripture be genuine, and no way cor- 
rupted (which we mult ſuppoſe, till the con. 


trary he made out ) God's Foreknowledge 


and Man's Free Agency are not only tue, 


but perſectly Harmonious, and 


| each wich other, altho our limited Sight 
and dazled Eyes cannot fully enable us to. 


| E behold their Agreement. 
Nor need we vonder at it, when we con- 
acer, chat not only in the Scriptùre, but in 


| | * Euclid's Elements, and many other Books 
1 approved in ad kind, are found divers 
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Things, which a great Number of Readers, 
tho Men of good Senſe, cannot eaſily un- 

t fect. I derſtandor reconcile; and ſome Things of 

gh the that Difficulty, that the greateſt Maſters of 
,opies Il Learning and Reaſon have more than 
ano- Work enough to overcome; of which, if 
Need require, one might give particulas ' 

 - Euclid hath demonſtrated, that the Di- 
ogonal of a Square is incommenſurable to 
ean I any oſ its Sides; or whick is the ſume I ng 
gs be that it is in its own Nature infinitely di- 
ouſly Þ£ viſible 3- yet I believe, that no Man can 
Pre. ¶ comprehend this infinite Diviſibilicy of Ma- 

laces "I thematical Quantity. The Hyper bolick. 
rom || Curve always approaches nearer and nearer 
laces for ever to its Aſymptotes, yet they can 
cor- never meet. Nay, whioever is acquaintec 
con. with the Modern Doctrine of Fluxiops, 
edge will not only be forc'd to allow ef Quan». i 
true, | tities' infinicely final}, and' infinitely great } 
ſtent in their own Nature, and yet the one big. 
fight ger or leſs than the other in any aſfigna- 
as to. if ble Proportion; but alſo of Quantities in- 
on- ſame Time, i. e. ſuch as are” infinitely 
in If ſmall if compat d with ſome, and infinite: 
preatif compar'd with other Quantities- e 
the ſame Nature; which, tho' all denen 
r e mates 
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— to be Truths, l believe ne Man can en 
ully and adequately cemprehand. 

It is eaſie to Ohler ve, that When a0) Dit. 
ficuley, acſeemiagQppeſition doth QEFurin 
Sotipture, which common Readers Gannct 
(and even learnad Ones net very eaſily) re- 
de wa gotts g People, the Prophane 


and Superſtitious, take hold of it to very il 


Purpoſe; the one approhends it their Inte. 
it ta have no Religion at al}, looks upon 
the Scripture: 25 a State contrivange to keep 
the World in Order and Subjectian, and 
hence they aſſume a le yd Libexty of -turn- 


Ing it inge helge and Naeh; the qcher | 


Fakt, being far the moſt part over eagerly 
_ Cevicted to ſome Party, have à Religion 
made up of a few Fractions of Truth, peg: 
in the mean Time-the: Sum and 
| Subſtance. Theſe Men purſue, to the beſt 
Yonge page ivr yy 
pture 0 8 
es their eſpouled:Nations, and rum it off 
from: the tnain Body of Truth tg that Ex- 
tream, dat it becomes. an Etrer in Dy trine, 
and pethaps tem 4 Rent in the Church, 
Fot the Bod of Truth; may not unfitly be 
© relombles 1 
. T rc 
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That there are e unchangeatlo Deerees 4 
God, I donot doubt; but if that Doctrine 
be ſo manag d 28 to vacate Men's Endea- 
rours, this furely is am unwarrantable Ex- 
tream. Juſtification by Faith Ba great Truth; 
but if it be imprudenti carried to that 


. 28 to exclude or make Men neglect 


Life, it wilt became a dangerous 
Ie. That Chrift dy d for all, is a Glorious 
Truth, as it is laid down in Scripture; but 
if ſome ſtretch that Doctrine to the actual 
Sal varia of all Men, and others thereupon, 


pot the whole Buſineſs of Salvation within "I 


Man's Power, theſe pore ag a Ons: | 
Extreams openin a wide Paſſage for 
Pride or Profanenefs. The one makes Re- 
ligion altogether yain, and the other makes 
the — of God not worth looking 
'S& that whilft Men run into ſuch 
violent Extremiries, they ſeem to tear off 
miealar Truths from their Unity: 


_ 
wh which from thenceforward.. 
. —— on, wbilff the main Body 


ru 
=" is ere by them,. and becomes. 


An this is the Cafe, not only of the leg 
 Sectaries, bur even of thoſe who. 


pretend highly co/Philofophy, and aſpire 


2 the Reputation. of Wits: One whereof 
5 fafficiendy. 


— 


== Coty noms.) hath improv'd Three I apy 
* Syllables to that height, as to render a great 
art of the Scriptures ridiculous, .and the 
Noble Army of Martyrs no other than a 
Company of wilful and ſuperſtitious Fools, 
in needleſly expoſing themſelves to Flames 
and Tortures. Go in Peace, lays the Prophet 
to Naaman; which ſingle Caſe he advances 
to a general Diſpenſation for any Man 
to quit his Religion, as oſt as it ſhall be 
Difficult and dangerous for him to profeſs 
it. And this | take to be the fountain. Caule 
gof all the Diviſions that are, or have been, 
among Chriſtians ; namely, that Men will I wi 
not read the whole Scriptures, and give 
each Part its juſt Weight and Meaſure, duly I by 
- ballancing and comparing one Thing with I fo 
another; but each Man according to his | he 
Oomple xion or Education, or perhaps ſome at 
pfedominant Melancholy, lays hold of that Ib C 
Part that ſuits him beſt, and makes up a 
„% Religion for himſelf, which is little more 
- _ thanthe Reſult of his natural Tempe: 
jurant, which I happen'd to be preſent at. 
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Thus if Men will nseds imagine an Iucon- 


| grunt between Preſcience and Free will, 
and 


reject the one, tho both are equally 


aſſerted in Scripture, Icannot ſee how they 
can do it other wiſe, than by the Non. jurant s 


Argument. But ſurely Men of Reaſon and 


ſedate Temper, will rather argue thus; That 


fince Preſcience and Free. will agree in una 
rertio, and that no leſs than, the Word of 
God; they muſt not only be agreed bet uixt 
themſelves, but both true. And therefore 
if we cannot make them agree together in 


our Minds, the Reaſon muſt not be any 


mutual jarring of theirs, but want of Room 
in our Uaderſtandings. If. that Sacred 
Book were impartially read, and religi- 


oy to, no Violence put upon 


3 
„ 


but all its Parts underſtand, (as they 
oyght to be) in Congruity with the main 
Bulk and Subſtance of the Doctrine there- 


in contained, it would put an End to this 
and. many other Dehates The. Angi - 


Frates Sword, and the Peoples Canſcieuce., the. 


_ Prince's Prexogative, and. Subjeds. Liberty; 


the Divine, ditributes, and tha Eſſential. Pro- 
perties off Humane Nature; would all enjoy 
their full Exerciſe and Latitude, without iv- 


vading one another. And this leads to the 


next Thing I am to confider ; namely, 


CLIENTS WT» 


wy i * 


8 POW PEI; he that 


| and Man Free eng. EF 


Ih — of Divine A rilates Where 
there are. inte ine Jars and * Dif. 
cord, thare is no Unity, nor an 


like Perfection; but the natural Nos 


we have of the Being of a God, do at the 
Time, and with. equal Evidence, 
dictate to us his Eſſential Perfection: 
Therefore. to talk of an imperſect Deity, is 
6 2 Piece of. donate. as cannot 
be expos d 1 there is 
nothing oh the World 5 which it can be 
reduced, more abſurd tham it ſelf, Down. 
tight Ae bei is iudesd a monſtrous Thing, 
3064 I thiok tis eapable of a better Colour, 
han having once-acknowledg'd an adora- 


| bl Supreme Being, at the ſame Time con- 


elade Him lame, or deficient. He that 
lopks about. him into the World, and yer 
ſays in his Heart, * There it no. God, is pro- 
perly. a Fool, and that cannot make a ra- 


tional Inference, and from the Things that 


10 made, cannot lo mech; conclude 409955 : 
.a 4. Maker. And 4 both bis 
Bible — his own Eyes. may inform him, 
that. every Houſe is built by ſome Map,, 
vet (a5 if the World muſt dal it ſelf) ſo 


is ho as not to conſider, that he that 


LS 


G Os e 


5 God like unto himſelf FT oy Wett is, 
ſubject to Failing and Impe 


which ſeems to be the heavier Charge of 
the TWO. And I have heard of ſome of the 
Ancients, Platarcbl think it was , ſpeaking 


co this Effect, bad rather Poſterit ſhould 
a, there never was 'ſuch'a Man, than #bat 


Plutarch'was an injurious and vile Perſon, 
Nov this Foundation, Which is deep laid 
both in Sctipture and Natural Reaſon, 


namely, That God is every Way perfect, 


is enough to build my whole Deſign upon: 
_ He is perfect in Power, * He doth ' what 
He will both in Heaven and in Earth; per. 


fe& in Juſtice, + Shall not the Fudge of all 


the Earth do bt? Periect in Knowledge 
| |} Declaring the End from the Beginning. hi 


(e) Will is perfett; His (b) Law is perfect, 
Hit (cy Work is perfect, all His Ways are 


adgment. If the Siregtrs be ſo le. the 


| Se muſt needs be pure. But Ti any 

| Man now will raiſe a Di pute amongſtthe 
Divine Perfections, (like that of the Diſci- 
ples) (4) which ſhould be greateſt * or ſhould' 
give fo much t tone, 2929 leave nothing for 

another; 
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ctions, is 
ſiyled Improbus, (%) Wicked or or Deteſtable, 
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25. Job. 36. 4. () Rom. 12. 2. (b) Pl 18, 30. 
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1 3 — he Man's Free — fu | 1 i 
at is, another; he would make ſtrange Work. 
8, is ¶ Juſt as if ſome Man ſhould be ſaid to be a ve- 
able, ty prudent and juſt Perſon in himſelf; yet 


* or 4 4 
” 


his Prudence undermines his Honeſty, and 

ſo he would become a-Knave; or on the 
centraty, ſhould his Honeſty out-go his 
Diſcretion, that would (in ſome Degree) 
render him a Fool. And this, tho a blunt 
Compariſon, ſeems to be the very Caſe in 
Debate. We muſt however be careful to 
ſpeak with Reverence and Decorum, even 

in applying the moſt juſt Conſequencesofo. 
therMensDo&rineunto theDivineMajeſty, 
The Attributes we are concern d within 
this Matter are chiefly Two; but by Conſe- 
quence great many more; God's Wiſdom, 
His and His Goodneſs; the former implies Know- 
ect, edge, and that includes Preſcience ; tbe 
are latter comprehends Juſtice, in which Free- 
the will is ſtrongly implied. In reference to + 
the - firſt, take hut away from God his OMEN > 4 
Foreknowledge of ſuture Events, and you 
may almoſt as well dethrone Him; for 
beſides that, it doth clearly infer Ignorance © 
and Imperfection, whereby his Wi/domand 
Knowledge will come in Queſtion ;'it carries 
vith it a kind of Impotency, for he that 
tous not of an Event beſore it comes, my I 
5 | ; | l be 


* 


* 
No gt 
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e of whenhecomes rodealwith his Neighbour, © - Wl 


be ſurpriſed and deſeated of his Expect 
tion; and how ſhould he have Power to 
have. prevented what he knew not of be. 
ſore? Suare is poſitive in the Place above. 

Gall Tre: — bad = Goda mY 
Fall Things, be were not fit to govern the World, 

And as for-the latter, take away from Man 
his free Agency, and you bring him under 
ſucha Farality, that be is in no fort Maſter 
of his on Actions; and then, faith the 
Learned Dr. Cudworth, Du tate away the 
Foundation" of diſtributive Fuſticr : For what 
Equity can there be in the Rewarding or 
 Plnifhing thoſe Actions, wherein Man bas 

no Choice, and which could not poflibly 
have fallen out other wiſe? So that here 
no deny ing of either, without rejecting one 
or more of the Divine Attributes, and fo 
rendring the Bleſſed God a lame and im- 
perfect Being; as if He could not be 


no Juſt, without being Ignoraat. 


the Heart, | and {try the Reins, or to what 


Purpoſe ſhould: be do it, unleſ be knows 


the Bent and Tendency of Men's Minds, 
and what they will do before they act ic? 
And ho can he ſuit his Providences to his 
| * IntelleQual World. + Rom. 8. 27. || Jer. 11. 20. 


._ — 


—— 
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Bleſſed * Ends and Purpoſes for the Good of 
his People, if be knows not the Exigenc 
that ſhall befal them? On the other | ind, 
if there be ne volunsacy Agents in che 
World, hat need any Providence at all? 
General Laws migbt — Turn, tis but 
patting the ſeveral Parts and Wheels of the 
Creation together, and fer them a moving 
lke a Pendulum, and they will drive on one 
mother 5; and ſo Epicurus his Doctrine 
mes in Play, that God regard: not particular 
Things. What can we expect. but Confu- 
ſon avd Diſorder, whilſt v we invade the 
Divine Astributes, or labour to ler them at 
Odds one with anether? 

But now, if we lay aſide all perverſunoli 
d Prepoſſeflion, the Harmony of the Di- 
ine Pension, will do a moſt pleaſant Ob- 

I of gur Conſideration. God doch not 
inpeſe a Naceiſity of Sinning upon any . 
| Nan, but hs knows forge Men will be ready 
12 41 to ſin out of Choice. He doth not 
or reward in Men what he acteth 
25 or what be cauſech them to act 
vichows che Intervantion of their Wills; bur 
if lee Will he virtuous, and others viti · 
dus, When they might be otherwiſe, God 
& juſtin CR SSSR tho not 


. — 
IF; e ade 
N . TH „ 


Vioͤll lie thus. - God is Perfect in all His At. N. 
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ignorant in the mean Time, who will de. Nbigb. 
erve well or ill at his Hands. In a Word, there 
God doth know that Man is a Free Agent, N unt 
becauſe he made him ſo, and doth daily 

preſerve him in that Capacity; healſo know, bath 

that ſome Men will abuſe their Freedom in 
ſpite of all Invitations and Inducements to 
the contrary, unleſs he interpoſe his Sove. Nate 
reign Power ( as ſometimes I conceive He 
doth) to move them irreſiſtibly unto Good. 
+» From what hath been ſaĩd, the Argument 


tributes, and Harmonious in all His Actings, I Cau 
and Providences, throughout the World: N Nec 
Zut the Denial of Divine Preſeience doth N out 
- infringe His Wiſdom and Power, and the I dis 
Denial of Free. will doth obſtruct His Jn. Nag. 


ſtice; chereſore ĩt muſt follow, that Mans I 


| Free: Agency is not only coniſiſtent with Nor 
God's Foreknowledge” of future Events, Kn. 
but both of chem are moſt cercainly true. [on 
The Third Thing to be conſidered, is to: 
the Non. cauſality of Divine Preſcience. At the ¶ nu 
Timeindeed when this Diſcourſe happened, ¶ fore 
I waslaught at by one of the Gentlemen, for Dir 
uling that as an Argument, which he would I fer 
by no Meansadmit for a Trurh. Bur I do not I tur 
loo upon Laughter as a ſufficient Conſutati- the 

on, and oſt times thoſe who carry Things at I pe 
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higheſt are fartheſt out of the Way. I ſhall 
therefore lay down this Propoſition, and 
run the Hazard of proving it: Namely, that 


God's foreſight of what I ſhall hereafter chooſe, | 


¶cboice, nor to infringe at all 


myLiberty of Choo. 
g. If I can make this evident, it will be very 


e. Moaterial 3 for the main Thing that ſeems to 
byaſs and miſlead Mens Minds in this Matter, 


j an Apprehenſion, that God's Foreknow- 
edge of any Thing muſt needs cauſe the 


ame, and that thence all other inferiour 


Cauſes muſt be urged on by ſuch a fatal 
Neceflity, that the Effect is put quite with- 
out the Verge of Humane Liberty. But 
this 1 hope will appear to be a great Extra- 


Jugancy from the following Conſiderations. 


Letus then obſerve, Firſt, that all Foreſight 
or Preſcience, is nothing elſe but a ſort of 


Knowledge, and Knowledge doth ſuppoſe 


ſomething to be known antecedent thereun- 
to: A Man cannot be ſaid to know, but he 


nuſt know ſomething that was in Being be- 
fore he knew it; and even the Objects of 
Divine Foreknowledge have a virtual Exi- 

| fence in God, antecedent in order of Na. 
turethereunto; ſo that as to himſelf; it is ra» 
ther Intuition than Preſcience, but with Re. 
ſpect unto us, and tothe not yet * EY 


5 — . 
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5 fence 1 the Objects, the Word Ne 
is proper enough, as was noted before 


— — 


_ , Knowledge then hath its Dependance upo 


the Things known, not They onitʒ and there 
fore ſtrictly, Knowledge, conſidered bate 
ly as ſuch, is an Effect, and no Cauſe at all. 
or 1 that the Sus Warms ant 
refreſhes; but then chers was a dun in Bein 
firſt, whoſe Influence I have found 18 hav: 
A eee char the three 

gles of every naſe are equal to tive 
Kight Anglesbecauſe fir ft, Rave ſcen 2 Tri 
ange, and chen Fhavefeenthic Them de. 
monſtrated; but my knowing, is ne Cauſe 


Why it isſo. IL denymot yet, at᷑ the Know: 


ledge of one Thing, ia feequently the Cauſe 


of another Thing ſubſequence and emergen 


ee eee triculat T hing 
gern emo Inſtance, my Knowledge of 
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a high Water makes me. decline the Foord ll: 
and go about by the Bridge; hut it is not 


therefore the Cauſe of the high Water. [ 


know that ſuch à Man is crafty, for wich 
Cauſe I talee Care thae he derive overireach | 


mez but my Knowledpeis no Cauſe'of 


Sabine *1 low the' Blaſpherny c of them oy 


whith ſap they art Few and af nos; C foinh 
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Hand ] But iſ any Man will fay, car this 


Talea cnowtedgewa eof| 
gewastheCanſeoftharBlaſphemy, 
"2% te” near to be a Rlalphemerhimle 5 
5 Oje. But here it will be objected, That 
de ee are nh of Things already i 
al Being, which are not like to be cauſed by a 


Knowledge ſabfequent thereunto 5 but the Que 


ms ant fin i: about the Knowledge of Thi ROTTEN > 
ende if Ereſience be bus Spe of Know: 


Tedpe, and that all Knowledre ſuppoſerh ſome- 
* be ee Be 2 ks, in. 
tated above, it ſeerns there may be a certain 
Preſcience of a Thing antecedent, or which is 
all. ones, Foreknowledge of a Thing paſt” : But 

6 not this a plain Contradition ? 
This Objection will be. N a 

by conſidering rhe Nature of Prefcience a 
tle more particularly. And firſt, there is a 
knd of Foreknowledge of certain Things 
that Man is capable of, as namely, Changes 
of the Moors ; Eclipfes of both the great Lumi- 
neries' 5 various Phaſes, Conjuntions, and: 
'Conflourations of Planets ; Occultations of Fixed. = 
Stars, witk divers other Phenomena : All 
mete, by Calcnlation,, may be forefeen for 
many Tears, and fbretold even to a few 
Minutes. The 8 Obſerver, (for Ex- 
ample) or any ortter curious Aſtronomer, 
knows of theſe Appearances before they 
= >”. an 


e three 
eo ty 
DA Tri 
em de. 
3 Cauſe 
Know: 
# Cauſe 
ergert 
fT Hing 
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Foord, 
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S Skill, to predict thole that ſhall happen unto 
wich an exact Hiſtory of all thoſe that 


48 Of God's Foreknowledge, 
come, and when to watch them at the Oh. 
ſervatory. But is there any Man ſo pieaſan, 
as to ſay, that the Aſtronomers Skill is the 
Cauſe of an Eclipſe? Or, if Monſieur Hevelin 
Can tell when ſome of the fixed Stats wil 
diſappear, that therefore he hides them cun. 
ningly, and will not let the World ſee them? 
Now why ſhould not HumanePreſcience,j 
its Kind and Degree, have a Power of læt. 
mining the Events foreſeen, as well as Di, JAY 
vine? And what's the Reaſon that this Fore <6: 
_ ſight has not the leaſt Cauſality upon theſeerfect 

cauſe they depend uponcertain regular and... 3 
conſtant Motions of the Celeſtial Bodies, 
which have been ever ſince the Wofld be. 
ganz and the like Appearances that are nom, ir 
have been heretofore, and will be again, ſo Exiſte 


Let us 
ike Real 

eſs of 
hereunt 
ke chat 
reatiot 
eing. i 1 
Power 2 
ora c 


long as the World ſhall continue; fo tha; order 


this. Foreknowledge is little more than Re. 
Collection of what is paſt. For as it would 
have been a rare Thing to baveforetold an 
Eclipſe before ever there. was any; ſo would, 
it be an eaſie Matter for a Man of ordinary roducs 


the Worlds N he were furniſhec 


been ſrom the Beginni 
have been from the Beginning. 0 
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Arg whether theſe, or ths 
ike Reaſons, may not be of force iti ithe Bu: 

eG of Divine Preſcience; and in order 
hereunto,let usſuppoſe ſome Pointof Time, 
ke chat of the Halen Peviod; before the 
e wherein che World was not yet in 

' There was then in God, (. ) The 

ger and. Virtue of educing this ſame 
-Worfd"our of Nom exiſtence into Being. 
.) A Will to do it, in ſuch Time and _—_— 
A ſeemed good unto himſelf. 
fect Iden or Proſpect of this gr great * N 
a its Pang Succeſſion; and al this 
om Eternity: This Idea, or Eternal View 
fall Things and Actions, that have been, 
ever Nan be, is what we call Divine 
'« reſcience ;* it was antecedent to'the ct. 
as Exiſtence of the World; que ſubſecem 
bay: nn” 718 Nature a gy 5 
ole reating” ow I appeal 
udp © Reaſon of Mankind, whether it is the 
anflatform that builds the Houſe, or whether [ 
e ought to reſer the Cauſe of cht Werld's } 
ec unto tits Iden, Or rather c the 1 
Currence of Divine Will and Po-wðgrnn 
If ie be ſtill. urged, Tbat G od's[Forekiow. 
we of Events. mf of Neeclſry produce the 

» fince what be fore ku zr fre toi come : 


pſec map cal be anſweted, That 
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ww tw CAT — —— — 
* 
A # WE a - >< — 
2 
* 
— 


1 ” 2 
ͤDD— — - 


1 . Te 
te 6 4 


. — —— - NO ITT . 
i J wt , N 2 . FI 
2 - 2 * — 1 - 


: e ſoreſees, is indeed . 
ſuch Certainty Goch not ccni inche For 
1 ht, but in the 2 Centsstese ssen; 5 and tho th 
the ſame Thing, which is impoſſible. 
antecedent 

EY 22 8 ca we le ferch'd from bey we 


w le ſasb aT 
ee 


I ſhall endeavour to be a little p 


are to come, 


"of 60 ; Fridge, 


twill Grply come ro.gek yermer wi 
out its proper Oauſes; of. which Gauſe 
— can be none at all, unle 


it could be both the aufs and Effect 


Obj. Bat bow can God's Foreknowledge 
called an ir af wn ever ſappoſe 
2 or ant it 
Len dom from Evan ani, fi be an Bf 
it muff be an Eternal 


you get ſufficientl 

bow far, TO” foes i "I 

„ 8s Hure ku n * 
ich was objefted 

To this * of the Gbjection Tha , 

iready ad C if it bo cantidered) what 0 

-moants to a ſufficient Anſwer ; z NY 


Ihen, That God did ow | 
Things that ore now paſt, as well as u 
isb / no Means tobe de acts 
but to ſay, chat he does now foreknow wi 
Kalready p — ae © becauſeit | 


a oy eee 
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ll the Building of Babel; this would be Con- 
tradiction in point of Time, as though the 
Things were yet to come, which are 


foreknaw them, e | 
l But Secondly, The Notion I aim at, will 
beſt be apprehended, by remembring al- 
 Yways to diſtinguiſh between the real and 
the virtual Exiſtence of Things; the for- 
mer is brought forth in Time, and thoreſore 


Y Wl cannot ſay ſo of the latter, which being 
elf Eternal, can admit no Priority in 
1 point of Time. As for Iuſtance, 10000 
7 ears 
Something doubtleſs will be hereafter, which 
not now; but there never was, nor ever 
Tt will be, any Thing extant, but what is, ot 


hat iſſble to His Al- Seing Eye from all Ecee- 


t Jpiry; therefore God's Omniſcient View, or | 


. Es of all Things, being antecedent to the 
3 eation, but ſubſequent in order of Na- 
1 


i Forcknowledge with Neſpect to the ones 
ut 


eit f the other. If we look forward to the 


ue ack aon Eternity, itis the Reſult of Pi- 


T8: ©.) . * 


ſince paſt ; but its proper to ſay, Goddid 


Hay, God did foreſee from Eternity); but 
the World was not extant, and 


nas, virtually exiftant in God, and clearly 


ure to the Virtual Exiſtence of the World, 
ion or Intuition in Reſpect 
5 W Preation, it is Preſcienoe; but if we look 
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vine « WII and Power; or it is God's be- Ecli 
holding: in himſelf the platform of his De-. follo 
ſign, which (as I ſaic before) is an Effect man 
0 dhe Dinins Purpoſe, to build a World: any. 
Which Purpoſe i is the higheſt Link in the bon 
Thin of Càuſality, even as the firſt Step aſter 
of Solomon towards building of the Temple | Cre: 
- was this, * Bebold, I purpoſe to build an Houſe Purp 
uno the Name. of be. Lord my God. It is the F 
trusgethat God is Infinite and Eternal in from 
_ _allHis:Aneributes, and fo there can be no. een 
" Precedence” amongſt them in Order of ind u 


Y 5 VPime, yet in Order of Nature there muſt what 
8 2 Wee ſince God cannot be ſaid to dy his 


. 2 Nothing ; to See, Know, and C. 
Bebold;-are Relative Terms, and do ever Hear 
Bs e be ſeen, known, or or 1 5 


. | bes ut the Que uon even n the ing, o 
— the Afrmemer Skill aa 00h 
' Forekniowledge of {the Celeſtial. Phenimens, 1 
Z 5 5 dad nanthe leaſt Inſiuence to cauſe che ſame? ow 


4400 Igare this Anſiwer, Becauſe theſe Ph. of wh 
mme did depend upon certain Motions [from F 
of che Heavenly Bodies, which were Re. Fro 
| gwlarg:and had:beeh from the beginning off Petr: 
E 3 peg — keg not in 
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+. Eclipſes, Conjandions, and the like, would 
-- | follow by Conſequence. Let it no be De- 
a manded, Why Divine Preſcience had not 
: any Cauſality or Influence upon the Crea. 
ne | on. And I ſhall anſwerhisQueſtion;juft - 
after thefame Manner; namely,Becauſe the 
Ne Creation did dep end upon the Will and 
Purpoſe of God, "which is the firſt Mover, 
"js the Fountain Cauſe of- all Things, and 2 > 
in from. Eternity; Omnipotence i ſelf; and 
even Infinite Goodneſs, would ſeem barren 
of ind unfruitful without a Will to Act, for 
oft whatever God made in Wiſdom, and rulerh 28 
by his Power, were wraught after the Con. Ry 
nd Cf bis own Hill; noristhere any Thingi 
ver Heaven or in- Earth, that can pteſei ibe (in 
or Point of Cauſality) unto the Bleſſed Will of” © 
__ N God: Tis no moie then, bi God's bebe . E 
the ing, or taking a View of his ow Purpoſe, _ 
and and the Foreknowledge of the ſuture World 
| | muſt; follow by Conſequence, which For- L 
knowledge is nothing elſe, hut che > Proſpe®. = 9 
of what Was potentially exiſtem in n 
| from Everlaſting, as hath been aid. 4 1 14 
From the foregoing Diſcourſe it may ap- : | : J 
peak, that Divine Preſcience, as ſuch, can- 1 
not in Propriec of Speech be ſaid 8 | | 
CEN Far) nor to have had any ef- 
_D — 
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4 — Influence thereupon ; and if we 
ipture, we ſhallfindtheſame 
more evidenc : 'There we find that God 

; + Lee rheye be Light, and tbere mas Ligbt. 
That * by rhe Ford of the. Lord were the Hea- 
the. Hoſt of them by the 
. e His Mur. I That the Worlds 


* 


Rn Word of God. And that 
He — 7 he Wird of His 
Power, Now 2 take the Word 


of God for Hits Power, or for His power- 


ful Command, or for the Manifeftation of 


His Will, (as it is frequently uſed in Scripture 
under theſe and ſundfy other Acceptations) 
R will ſtill come to the ſame Thing, and what 
Tam pleadin ngtor but 1 do not obſerve it 


khn) afford an Inftanceof any Carufali- 
| - ty aſctibedthereunto,; but on the contrary, 
many Scriptures do clearly. erince Divine 
ience, and at the fame Time aſcribe 
the Events foreſeen to other Cauſes, which 
muſt needs be very much to the Matter in 
Hand, 1 ſhall mention Two or Three. 
" Firſt, our Saviour Chriſt (as was noted 
8B before) is faid'to know all Things that 
Wy Sr IT 888 
5 er 


ever taken for Prefcience, nor will the Bible. 


1 u 


delive 


and that which belongs to. 'a Divine 
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delivered unto Death by the Zews, is attribn- 1 
ted to their Ignorance ; For had rhey known, 1 
they would not bave crucified the Lord of Glory. {| ith 

Secondly, In the 1 96 Chap. of St. Lakes Wi 
Goſpel, (a) our Lord Chriſt forerold (and a; 
therefore certainly he foreknew it) that E- 1 
2 would caft a Trench about Feruſatem, If 

that they would lay it even with the Ground, 

and not leave one Stone "upon another. Should = 
Preſcience have theſe diſmalEffects, it might 
be thought to'be a very malignant Thing; - 


perfection, could not be cleared from being 
the Cauſe of much Evil. But let us not 
Charge God fooliſhly, ſince we are inform- 
ed of the true Cauſe in the very next 
Words; namely, Becauſe thou kneweſt not 
the Time of thy Viſitation. | 

Thirdly, In the Prophecy of Hoſea, it is 
war of Veel, Epbraim and Fudab, * that 
they fhall fall in their Tniquity, and that they 
ſoall be as Chef driven with the Whirlwind 
our of” 5 he Floor, and as Smoal out of the Chim- 
wy. Was this Foreknowledge' the Cauſe 
Faced. O Yea? ron 5% Age la 
y added, O I a royed : 

Agaiu, che Prophet Ezekiel is © mmand. 
ede ch unte the Princeo Thru, + Dr 

N 2 Strangers, 
0 Ver, 45 5 $- cr 5. Fre 28. 
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S trangers, the terrible of. the N ations, ball 
draw \their Sword againſt the Beauty of thy 
Wiſdom, and they ſhall - defile thy Brightneſ;, 
ud bring thee: 3 to the Pit, &c. And ſhall 

this come upon him becauſe God foreſaw it? 
No; but becauſe rbine Heart was Mies 75 ; 
and thou haſt ſaid," I am a God. 
..Lefth,, To name no more, st. Paul er- 
SN to Stedſaſtneſs in the Faith, fore- 
tells the Coming ef ibe Man of Sin, which 
te Hen nher working of Satan, with al 
Power an Figur, and Lying - Menders; * that 
there would be a falling away from the Toth, 
2nd Menſſpuldbelicve Lyes, that ſo they. might 
be damned. Now ſhouldatiy Man, to require 
St. Paul ſor his Gare of the Church, as to 
lay the Blame of all theſe ſad De deal 
Css upon him, I know not whether would be 
=. - e the Folly or Wicked neſs of ſuch a 
Charge; and it would be yet worſe, to lay 

1505 the Fault upon the Spirit hy uhich he ſpake, 
; en year; £0-Blaſphemy againſt 
ee anche Eſp aan, 
2 the „ namely, 

. Brcauſe.:they receiwed not the Love of 'the th 
Truth ther the wight be ſe ved, for this. Cauſe 
Gog,, halle. Jens hem frog, Delafone, &cc. 
Tee rank ha offer dic Gif by: Mages 
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and all poſſible Demonſtrations unto the 
thy Minds of Men, and will not be received, ic 
,a ſignal Piece of Juſtice; to give them o- 
all ver to believe a Lye. But here firſt the true 
ie? Mien of a Chriſtian, Soul admoniſheth- 
»; 1's Safety, and its Danger; its Safety, not to 
"2 Nl * ſoon ſhaken ;, and its Danger, of being de- 
ve: Now, if the Soul reject both the 
re. | PHician and his Advice, and having wilfully 
ich Put it ſelf into the Hands of an Ignoramus, 
«x | 5deſtroy'd by him, nothingin the World | 
nat ban be more ridiculous, : than ta blame the 
%, | timely Warning and Forelight of the good 
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ite . ect. But as concerning theſe and other 

to Prophetick Scriptures, I meet with this Sal. 

n. , namely, Tear whatever God forerells, He 

be 4% by, His Power znforce the W . 

ha nd fulfilling of the ſame. For ( lay theſe - 
Perſons ) 4b God knows all Things Rnowable, © 


* 
3 


ke, 7 ſuch Events as are comingent, er depend 
aft I n the, fluFuating and underermind Wills of 
ies. . er Enowable #11; they are brought 
ly, % 24/75, 0d, therefore. God een een, 
he be, But now, what God avill have brought 
uſe %, 24/5, and whereof be gives Notice to the | 
World by his Prophets, he doth bend. and im. 
es of 06. 2m ne 4 nd by an rei. 
nd e Iefluence bring them to Effect, 
2 | | 
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WD ee indeed _ e = 
only Danger is, that it too ſar; and wi 
prove what the Patrock of it ſeem highly to 
oppoſe. None can pretenda greater Concern 
for the Honour of God, than thoſe that de- 
claim apainft what they call Horrendum: De. 
cretam';- yet this Hyporbeffs of theirs will 
force them to admit Te very ſame Thing, 
and will make God the Author of Sin with 
an high Hand. For H in reference to all ſuch 


muſt not be admitted any Thing contin. 
gem, nor purely voluntary, as falls out in o- 
ther Affairs; but all ſuch Events are brought 
about by abſolute Force: What is this but a 
fatal and inevitable Decree ? And how can 
ſecond Cauſes fall under any Blame, ſince 
they are infallibly predetermin'd by God's 
Almighty Power? Hence it will follow, that 

1 the Few: and the Roman Soldiers were no 
; More to be blamed for their Injuſtice and 
 Cruehy to the EE eye chan a Watch 
is for going too faft when the Spring fee 
too high, or tnade too ſtrong for the Move- 
ment. And if the Fault be not it ſecond 
Cauſes, it muſt of Neceſſity lie upon the firlt, 
It will be in vain to alledge, that they had 
deen grievous Sinners formerly, and chere- 
| fore God juſtly gave them up afterwards 


Things az are ſotetold by Prophecy, there 
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to Hardneſs of Heart. For *7The Lamb , 

Slain from the Foundation of the World, tho 

not actually, yet fo as to be the Object of 

Divine Preſcienoe, unleſs you will fay, he 

was ain from the Foundation of the World, 

and yet God knew not of it. It was then 

11 ſforekno wn unto God, that the Latab would 

„ be actually ſlain, before they that lem him 

h bad done Good or Evil, S that if God do 

h enforce whatever he forgknows, then they 

re who (crucified our Saviour, were under a 

n- ¶ Neceflity of doing it, from the Foundation 

o- of the World; and they who ſhall be ſedu · 

ht ced by Antichriſt to believe a Lye, and ſo 

- 2 be damned, have been about Sixteen hun- 

an | dred Years under a fatal Decreeof Damina- 

ce tion. And even Adam, whom all Men grant 

d's to have had Free- will, muſt Rave been un- 
der IG {ity of falling; unleſs we ſhall 

no Il ſuppoſe, that when God foreordained his 1 

nd dear Son for a +Sacrifre, he did not know tio Ml 

> what End. But the Lamb ſlain, doth ſuppoſe lit 

fet I Sin:to be attoned, and that implies Sinners: 

ve- Now thete could not be Sinners, but ſome 

nt || Body muft fin firſt, and chat being the 

firſt Man Adam, muſt (by this Argument) 

have ſinned, not out of Choice, but una- 

yvidahle Neceffity, which is a moſt horrid 


Rev. 13. 8. Þ2 Pet. I. 20.- 
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Thus we have at Hand three pre nant 
Inſtances, which do mightily expoſe the 
Weakneſs of the Objection : The Sin of 
Adam, the Death of Chrift, the Deftrufti- 
an of Feruſalem, The fr/t of theſe appears 
rohavebeencertainlyforcknown unto God, 
and yet none denies tfiat Adam had Power 
to have ftoòd innocent. The ſecond Was ſo 
partieularly foretold by our Saviour himſeff, 
that the very Perſons were pointed out, 
5 were the chief Actors in it; yet had 
known, "they Woulil nor bu de Ar, 2 the 

27 6 22 The third: likewiſe was 
largely 7450 panvily Propheſied; - yet had 
*. Fern 1 known in ber Day the Thing: 
which belonged to bir Peace, Chriſt ſays, 
＋. He . bade gathered ber Children 25 
— » as t be Hen? Arens her Chickens under 
Ber Wi ings, but (he would mor: "So that in 
theſe great Events, we may Eaſy diſcern 
a refer vd Condition, and an evident Poſſi. 
bilicy of having been otherwiſe, tho they 
were all known unto God ffôm the Foun- 
dation of the World: For in caſę of Right 
Judgment and Information ( poflible e. 
nough to have been attain'd: ) Adam had 
not fand, Chrift had not ſuffered, Feruſs- 
As had not been ruin . — 9 all 
- n & 74271 FT 2 
. . 16. War; [77 7 
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t indeed ſoreſeen in their Cauſes, and thoſe 
e 


Cauſes were ſure to produce their proper 
Effects ſo far as they were permitted; that 
i-, God foreſaw, that Men left to their Li- 
rs berties and their Luſts would make a falſe 
d, Eſtimate of Things, and would be ſure to 
er | act accordingly; but yet ſuch Foreſight had 

no. Cauſality upon ſuch Actions, as hath 
lf, been ſaid; nor could there be any Inforce- 
ut, ment from God upon ſuch Events, where. 
ad by the Liberty of Free Agents was in the 
tie leaſt diminiſhed if the Scriptures be admit- 


£ 


va 8 ad or Ir. + 5 4 445 
nat MW But here I would not be underitood, as 
gs if I thought God to be an unactive Behold- 
1ys, er of all thoſe Franſactions which are 
og: foretold by Prophecy: Surely he is too 
much a Cauſe of all Things, to be a Nude 
Spectator of any one Action; and certain E: 
vents L grant to have been; as well predeter. 
min'd as propheſied, ef which I ſhall give 
Inſtance preſently. When God pur poſeth 
to have any Thing brought about, he ean ea- 
ily ſet Agents at Work, and remoxe Im̃pe- 
diments; he can turn Mens Hearts like Ri · 
vers of Water, yet never ſo, as to put any 
preternatural Force upon the Will to do Evil. 
For the Courle; of Divine Providence, 
(cho inviſibleto Walconcdivatuiboſoied; 
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and Things dependent (by God's Dipol, 
in ſuch a Series and Concatenation, that 


various Cauſes and Contingents ſhall con- 
cur to operate upon Mens Faculties, in ſuch 
fort, as to make them willing to act their 
Parts, unknown oſt · times unto themfelves) 
in order to Effect the Almighty's Purpoſe. 

Upon which Account I am apt to behere, 

that even in reference to thoſe Events that 
are under a peremptory Decree, molt of 
the Actors that bring them abet, are as 
much free Apents, as is the Husband. man 
in his Choice of a fit Seaſon to plow. bis 
Ground. But however, the Things I main- 

ly inſiſt upon are theſe; That fince Men de. 
rive that Strength from God by whichthey 
blaſpheme his Name, and violate his Laws, 


God muſt be the primary Cauſe of thoſe 


Actions, but not of the Wil wherewith 
they are done. That He doth not enfotce 
the Volitions unto Evil, and yet He fore: 
knows them: And tfiat in divers Inſtances 
ic dothappear;that thoſe Events and Actions 
* haveibeen foreknown unto God, of which 
the inmnediace Infirunmients have been free 
and voluntary Agents, as hath already been 
made evident. 
There is yet atiother patt of the Oje gin 
to ob conſidered ; natnely, TB future Cone 
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1) WW tingents are not knowable. I confeſs, they 

at Wl are inſcrutable to us, ro whom they are con- 

1- I tingent, but to God there can be no ſuch 
Things; for he that makes any Thing con- 

it * unto God, leaves him obnoxious 
) WW to Surprize and Diſappointment, and con- 
le. ¶ fequently under great Difficulty of Govern- 

e 


„ing the World. For the clearing of this 

Point, let us lay down for our Ground. 

work (What I ope is not denied by any 
n'd 


that I am concern'd with, namely), that 
God Almighty knows moſt pertecty all 
Things prefent 3; and let us fee whether 
this will not both infer the Knowledge of 
Things to come, and take away all Con- 
ingency with reſpect unto God, and by 
the Way, let us obſerve the Knowledge of 
Mankind, which tho very dim and imper- 4 
ſect, even in Things now exiſtent, and 
before our Eyes, yet extends in ſome be. 
re. ¶ gtee to Things both paſt and future. The {| 
ces Hiſtorian is acquainted with mapy Revo. - 
dns btlons of former Apes, and from a parity. 
ich of Reaſon may forefee ſome that ate to 
tee ¶ come. The Phyſician, that underſtands in 
ett any competent Meafure the Nature of a 
Medicine, knows from whence it derives 
in is Original, what are its conſtituent Prin- 
. ciples, and how it will operate. The Me. 
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chaniſt that underſtands an Engine, knows 


how it was made, the Parts of which it is 


compoſed, and what Feats it will per. 
form. The Philoſopher, that enquires into 
the Reaſons of Things, and the Agency oſ 


Bodies, with the various Affections of Mat- 
ter and Motion, can tell before-hand the 


Succeſs of divers Experiments and Under. 


takings, which ate in the Dark to other 


People. And the Aſtronomer can tell the 
fature Appearances of Heaven, as was no- 
ted befote. Now if all this, and much more, 
reſult from Man's imperfect Knowledge of 
a ſew. Things, we muſt fure conclude ſome. 


thing farther from God's moſt perfect 
Enowledgeofall Things, eſpecially iſ we add 


hereunto,the Conſideration of His Domini- 


- 


* 


The World. is a great AMAacbine or Engine, 
which God made at firſt, and ſtill upholds 
its Being and Motion by the Word of His 
Power: Not ſo much as an Atome can ſtie 


but by Vertue derived from Him. Shall we 


on and Sovereignty over all His Creatures. 


F 


then think that the Great Operator knows 


not the Parts of His own Work, or can 


be ignorant of its Motions, or of the In. 
fſuence that one Part hath upon another? It 
is poſſible a curious Artiſt, may make, 2 


* 
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Pieceof W atch-work to repreſent all the vi. 


{ible Motions of the Heavens, and to mea- 
ſure out Time to an incredible Degree of 


Exactneſs. The Maker of ſuch a Piece muſt 


needs know its Numbers, how long it wil! 


go, how one Motion depends upon anothg 


- 


and one Wheel drives on another ; n 


be be ignorant, that if he ſuffer the Spe 
to run down, and wind them vp no more, 
the Motions will ceaſe, and his Contrivance 
will become altogether uſeleſs: Or if, by 
any other Means, he ſtop ſome of the Mo- 
tions for a Time, they cannot ſtir till he 
gives them Liberty, tho' the reſt are going 
in the mean while. Thus the Divine Archi- 
te, that framed the World, knows all its 
Parts and Influences, all its hidden Springs 
of Motion, all the Cauſes of every Effect, 
with theit Connexion and Dependence, 
ind the Agency of every particle of Matter 
throughout the LIniverſe. ; Herknows for. 
what-Duration, he deſign'd its Motion and 
Exiſtence; and the Time when Heaven 
and Earth ſhall. paſs awey, Nor can he be 
ignorant, that if he withdraw the Springs 
of Life, His fapporzing Providence froma- 
by, Creature, or from the whole World, it 
mult fink into a State of Inactivity or Anni- 
RE: Hhilation. 
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All are manifeſt in his Sight; But ſince Na 
 _ their Foree and Efficacy muſt extend to fu. 
be go more; for one Part: of Matter wil I, 
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hilation. Now as it would be an idle Fan- 
cy to think, that in ſuch a Watch there 
ſhould ſtare up ſome new Motion not de. 
ige d, and unexpected by the Maker; ſo it 
is far more extravagant to talk of any Thing 
contingent in reſpect of God, in as much 
as His Work is perfe&, and he can com- 
mand a punctual Obſervance of thoſe Laws 
and Rules which He Himſelf hath given 
to the Creation, whilſt * Fire and Hail, Snow 
and Vapour, Stormy Wind, fulfil His Word. 
The Sum is this: God Almighty knows 
moſt perſectly all 9 preſent ; that is, 
the hiddenSprings of Action, and all the la. 
tent Cauſes now Operating; the Nature and 
Virtues of all Things is Being, with the ut- 
moſt Extent of their Power and Influence, Þ 41 


_ tyral Things do not work in an Inſtant, 
_ ture Time; if Emay nor ſay, tin Time ſhall 


fill operate upon another, 'whillFStm and 
Moon endures. Now ſince God cannot 
know perfe&ly the Force of any Agent, but 
Cat the fame Time) he muſt know alſo the 
Effect it will have upon ttsPatiem;, and how 
fat again that Patient will become active up. 
8 3 — | . 


. 


* ä — — Ahab 


g = — — ——— 
Pſalm; 148, 8. * 5 | 
3 : X, x ; 
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n- Yonother Things; it will follow, that if God 
re did not know Things to come, he muſt of 
le. ¶ Neceſſity be ignorant of a Thouſand Things 
it Ipreſent; for as the Knowledge of Cauſesim- 
ng lies the Knowledge of Effects, ſo doth the 
ch rot knowing of Effects unavoidably infer 
m- ite Ignorance of Cauſes. And as he that 
ws dtaws one Link of an extended Chain, 
en [draws the whole, and the Motion of one of 
ow the Globuli, moves thoſe that are Conti> 
N guous, and thoſe again others indefinitely : 
so it is impoflible to know any one Thing 
perſectly without the Knowledge of more; 
nd God's moſt perfect Knowledge of all 
Things preſent, muſt imply His Knowledge 
wal Things freure. © Ou 
At may be ſaid, That all this is true with 
eſpebh-wnto inanimace Creatures; but Man acta 
from an internal Principle, and being left to 
the Liberty of his Will, may either act or ſuſpend 
W w. Fe beſides, there = VA nA 
"es may happen to mflaence bis Will, that 
tis r of the Two be will 
thoſe, until we bave effectually choſen. | 
Uncertain doubtleſs it is to other Men, 
d oſt.times to a Man's ſelf, what he will 
do in ſome Caſes; but unto God it cannot 
be fo, for theſe Two Reaſons eſpecially : 
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- Fir, The Heart indzed is fo deceitful, 
that for a Man to find out the Subtilties of bo 
ound, is no eaſie Diſquiſition; and it mult be 
yet harder to know another Man's. But 
1 God ſees not . as Man ſees; He not only 
| looks upon the Heart, but he looks into it; 
l He ſearches and tries it; He knows the miſt 
intimate Secrets of the Soul, and is à diſcerner 
of the Thoughts and Intents; all. Creatures are Inore it 
manifeſt in his Sight ; all naked and open before i moun 
in Ege. It is impoſſible then they ſhouldlimigt 
deceive him, or act beyond or contrary tolffficign R 
his Expectation. For ſince Words and om o 
Actions flow (as Streams from a Fountain) N berefo 
_. out of the Abundance of the Heart, it would Mcauſal 
be ſtrange that God ſhould know ſo exactin nd ſi 
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gion 
Man, e 
hq 
pon h. 
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- _ - What the Fountain contains, and yet be Ching 


Jer 7.10. fi Sm. 16. 7. L Heb. 4 12, fz. 


noxant what Streams muſt iſſue thence. Inuſt e 
Secondly Sincs the Principles from whence hoſe x 
all Humane Actions do proceed, may be Which 
reduced to Two, namely, thoſe of Nature ¶ Let 
and Grace, and God muſt know the Effica. Monti 
cy of them both. in as much as the one Men t. 
proceeds from the Work of his Hands, and Wi 
the other from the Operation of his Spirit; Kaifies-t 
it muſt follow that God cannot be ignorart be, as 
how far Truth or Error, Virtue or Vice, Nor the 
Equity or Injuſtice, Reaſon or Fallacy, Re- Nandi: 


ligion to hay 


— 
- 
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gion or Intereſt, will prevail upon any 
Man, either in his Natural Capacity, or un- 


be der ſuch a Meaſure of Grace as he beſtoẽse % 
But pon him for that Purpoſe. For as he knows | 
nly Mite Force of Natural Agents, and the Diſpo- 1 
it; ſtion of every Patient to receive, or to repel . 

wo: Witeir Agency; fo can he not be ignorant of 

ner ite Efficacy of that Virtue, which proceeds 1 
are ore immediately from himſelf. All which " Bl 
fore mounts to thus much in ſhort, That God I 


Almighty is the Fountain Cauſe and Sove- 
eign Ruler of all Things, both in the King- 
dom of Nature and that of Grace; and 
therefore muſt know the whole Series of 
Cauſality from the Beginning to the End. 
ud ſince tliat which is an Effect of one 
hing, becomes the Cauſe of another; he 
nuſt equally know the Things to come as 
hoſe preſent ; unleſs there be ſome Effects, 
which proceed not from any Cauſe at all. 
Let us now conſider the Nature of a 
Contingent, and what it is that ſhould make 


one Nen think it cannot be foreknown. A Con- 
and Ningetit (beſides tlie ſtricter Notion as it ſig- 


difles the Effect of a voluntary Cauſe) may _ 
de, as I apprehend, more ſtrictly taken. 
or the enoountring or meeting together or 
ſandty Effects, whoſe Cauſes do not appear 
tohave had any Connexion. As when a 
. . Spring 
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Spring-tide, a Land- flood, and a Storm fron c WI 
the Sea, happening at once, do make an In 
undation: Or when a Traveller in his Jour 
ney meets with a Shower: Or two Friend 
ſetting out ſrom ſundty Ports, meet in 
far Country, without deſigning it, o 
knowing one of another. Now a high Win 
and a Spring tide, a Journey and a Shower 
have each of them Cauſes ſufficient to pro r 2V 
duce them, but they are contingent each tc 
other, as alſo in reſpect of us, who nc 
knowing that ſuch Cauſes wete operating ef 
could not foreſee the Effects. But the Caſeii But 
not ſo with God? it is not yet come to 

Paſs, that becauſe Men cannot foreſee con 
tingent Events, that therefore we muſt con 
clude, that God cannot do it neither. Fora i at 
Wind and Weather are in his Hands, an g. 


* 


ö 7 his Will fo voluntary Action 


evil Actions are permitted,.-as.the Devil Was. 
were to enter into the Swine : Nor caſts. 

wicked Agents go one Hair's Breadh b 
yond their appointed Limits. And ever 
Permiſſion jc ſelf doth imply Foreknow i kae 
ledge; for how can any one be ſaid to haxn 

permitted what he knew not of before i 

| was done ? L hope, that to evade this / 

gument there's none willſay, That God give 


n 
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to wicked Men a general Licence to do 
what they pleaſe, whilſt he in the mean 
Time knows not in particular, what Wick- 
edneſs they will commit until they have 
ated it. For beſides, that this Character 
W is exactly ſuiced unto Satan in his Kingdom 
of Darkneſs, it deſtroys Divine Providence 
Root and Branch; for how can God limit, 
or over · rule to his own good Ends and Pur. 
BW poſes, thoſe Events: whereof he hath no 

particular Foreſight ? Or how canhe be ſaid 

no ſuch a Caſe to govern the World at all? 
-M But as concerning the Nature of a Volun. 
ary Action, I have ſpoken before; 1 ſhall 

only add in this Place, that ſince God knows 
nolt -perſetly the Heart of Man, and 
what Cauſes are intereſted in forming of his 


Whictate of the Underſtanding and of right 
aon, or whether it is captivated by Sen- 
Wal Appetite, and by the Luſts that war in 
Wiley know che Springs of 2 Action 

bly know: the Springs of al ions, 
whether from Senſe, from Reaſon, or from 
arace,and to what Degrees any kind of Ex- 


5 —— 
rings, 4 | now what. 
_ Man (purely left to his own Choice, and 
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ſadgmetit.z how far the Will follows the 
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I have inſiſted longer uponthis Ohjectios, 
as alſo. upon the - Non-cauſality of Divine 
Preſcience, than ſome perhaps will think to 
have been neceſlary ; but becauſe the Senk 

of the Ob), ection is laid to come from Per. 
ſons of very great Learning and Reaſon, 
and I did my ſelf hear it ſtrongly urged, 
That Preſcience muſt needs cauſe the Thing 
foreſeen ; | thought it not amiſs to enlarge 2 Cha 
little upon both the Points, in order to eſeat .* 
them up to common Underſtandings;; but 
whether I have done it to Satisfaction, 1 
muſt leave to the Reader's Judgment. The 
Sum of what I have ſaid in reference to this 
laſt mention d ( which I diſcourſed of be 
fore) is this, That to affirm Divine'Preſci 
ence to have a Cauſality, in ſuch ſort, that 
the Events ſoreſeen could not poſſibly have 
fallen out otherwiſe, is abſurd, and it is falſe 
It is abſurd, becauſe it puts the Cart before 
the Horſe, and makes that to be a Cauſe 
which is purely an Effect; and it is faile;if 
becauſe it is contrary to the Wordof Truth; 
contained in the Scriptures. 1 ſhall now 
conclude this part of my Eſſay, with the 

Words of the Schoolman; Neque bin 

etiam fit, ut per banc. Præſcientiam, Deus im 1 
ponat neceſſi atem aliquam rebus © fic coguitiy 
e eee 
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1, uia bec Scientia, ut ſic, non 1 earum cauſa . 
vine In doth not follow from hence, that God by bis 


[hings cauſe this Knowledge, 4s 
ig is 7255 151. Cauſe them. 
But before I come to the laſt Part of my 
ſign, Imuſt make a ſhort Digreſſion, to 
revent an Objeckion that may ariſe from 
hat 1 ſaid not long ago; namely, 77 2 
Divine Will was 5 22 Cauſe of 
Pings, as being the firſt Mover; for no * 
bod it the firſt Cauſe 1 1 2 tho he never 
lrer mines any, exerted by a free Agent to a 
ong Object; and all Things being wrought 
i 25 Apoſtle ſays) after * Counſel of Fe 
.. From hence it may be ur ed, Tbat the” 
Join Pre 2 have no Cauſality, yet fince 
ant that the Divine Will is the firſt 2 
Fall Tuge; ; nor can we deny, that whate= 
God wills, he certainly foreſees ; dobb it 
w follow from bence, that all Things mo 
ta paſs according to the fixed Purpoſe eng ans 
W'e-ordiriation of God, in ſuch ſort, t it the. 


ermin d, aud conſequently the free Age 
Rational | Creatas v, . 8 25 5 
1 anſwer, This will by no means follow, 
$ may appear from the Conſideration of 
avi Glowing Particulars. | 5 

"I E 1. Though 


yr impoſeth any Neceſſity upon the 


fill of Man muſt needs be over-rul d and p N | 


W" n 


* 7 


oon Inclinations. And fo he may certai 


that come to paſs, otherwiſe He would 
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r. Though God foreſees whatever Heſ ind ſe 
will have brought to Effect, yet we cannot not oi 
lay on the contrary, that He wills everyſfi of * 
Thing He foreſees. God, tis true, wills e ment 
ven the ſinful Actions which he foreſees, bu ome. 
with a Will Permiſſive of them, not Effe aboun- 
ctive; perfectly knowing (as a wiſe Ma 
would ſhrewdly Gueſs) what Perſons, ſc 
and fo inclined, will do in ſuch and ſuc 
Circumſt ces, being only inabled, not im 
pelled, to act, and being leſt to follow thei 


ly foreſee many Things, which he neveſ preſci 
wills by a poſſitive or effectively determinaſ agree: 
tive Will. He equally foreſees all Thing equall 


_ deficient'in point of Knowledge; but v 
- muſt not ſay, He wills them equally : Foſ ſees 

that would be to approve of Evil, and ſo Hi 
would be deficient in point of Goodneſ 
For Inſtance; He Predetermin'd 1 ae! D 
lirerance from Egyptian Bondage, and Hilfconfif 
' likewiſe fortold it: So that herein His Pulejths; 
ole and Foreſight. run Parallel. But the” N 

foretold Pharaoh's Obſtinacy in detainffthe 
ba People, at the fame Time when Hen ar 
will'd him to let them go; and herein Hizccor: 
Foreſight and expreſs Will are quite conti 
xy. He wills, that Men ſhould fear the Lo 


© CS Sou rs, a4 
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— 


of * 7 Choice, ariſing. from a true] udg- 


ſome will be 
bound T. He eo that His choſen People 


knows it ſhall be ſo; He kiddies that others 
wilt dye in thir Sins, but He hath ſworn, He 
wills it not (a). Whatever God hath pre. or- 
dain'd; is an undoubted Object of Divine 
Preſcience; but every Object of Divine 


zgreeable to His Will. Good Things are 
equally che Objects of Divine Pleaſure and 


Evil. We may ſay indeed, that God fore. 
ſees an Evil Action, but we cannot ſay He 
would have it done, nor that He hath 
Power to do it; for both theſe would im- 


confiſtent with the Nature to have 
either Wilt or. 10855 05 f to do Evil. 


ne Will be truly and unchangeably 
one an the ſame, yet is it diſtinguiſhable 

* athree old Differenee of Things 
r 1 about 


Je 145. f Mat. 24. 17584. 
in (0) Mar. 19. 28. ? "he * 
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and ſerve Him i in 1 Sincefuy and in Truth; and 
not only fo, but that they ſhould do i it out 


ment of Thin "gs; ; yer he foreknows chat 
ſobedient, and Iniquity ſhall, 


le with Him, and ſee bis Glory, and He 


Preſcience is $nottherefore pre-ordair'd,nor 


Forefg » bat we cannot fay the like of 


fy 2 \Caneraciftiog, ſino — tis purely in- 


N fem Conſideration is this, That ho- 
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About which it is converſant. As Firſt, when 
God deſigns to bring about ſome ſpecial act I Thi, 
of His Providence in the World, as that Pro- 
miſe made to Abrabam, Unto thy Seed will 
I give this Land; in this Reſpect his W ill is I Thi 
Poſitive and Irreſiſtable, nor can all the Il 5x ch 
Powers of Earth and Hell put one Mi. dire. 
nute's Stop unto His Purpoſe or Decree. 

But Secondly, when God commands any ¶ red: 
| Thing to be done by His People, as their I ferry 
Duty, and for their Good, He deals not IN 4}} 7 

With them as inanimate Creatures, but as that 

rational Ones; He propoſes unto them aff or 
Rule or Law, withthe Benefit of obſerving 
it; as for Example, Honour thy Father and iſ effic 
ty Mother, that 1hy, Days may be long in the ih were 
Land, ce. But God doth not irreſiſtably en- ¶ For, 
force the Obſervation of this Law, upon all 
thoſe to whom it is given; for ſo there would their 
be no Tranſgreſſion. He propounds it to ploy! 
their Choice, expecting a Voluntary Obe-ſ nat 
dience upon Promiſe of a Reward, which the © 
Reward cannot be commenſurate to an Wing t 
Obedience upon Force, which properly is all 
no Obedience at all. In this Senſe therefore ¶ Gr 26 
his Will is imperative, but not irreſiſtable; ¶ ged 
for the Stiff-necked are ſaid to reſiſt the Hay chat 
Bo OO ps OO ang de 
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And Thirdly, when God forbids any 
Thing to be done by us, that would diſho- 
nour Him, and deſtroy our Selves, and yet 
we do it; or when He commands us any 
Thing, wherein we diſobey Him, His Will 
is therein only Permiffive. Thus Sin, tho” 
directly oppoſite to the Command, is per. 
mitted. And ſo God is faid to have ſaffe- 
red the Peoples Manners in the Wilderneſs about 
in Times paſt, be ſuffered 
all Nations to walk in their own Ways f. Not 
that their Ways were acceptable to Him, 
or agreeable to His Will, (in any other 
Senſe than that of Permiſſion) much leſs 
efficaciouſly influenced by Him; only they 
were ſuffered for a Time to run their Courſe. 
For, having ſet beſore them Liſe and Death, 


partly in His written Law, and partly in 


their own Conſciences, and having em- 
ploy'd all ſuitable Means, Motives, and Rea 
bnable Inducements for their chooſing of 
the one, and refuſing of the other; accord- - 
ing to His primary Intention of Good unto 
all Men: If nothing leſs than Invincible 
Grace will ſerve the Turn,God is not-obli- 

ged to fave all thoſe as it were by Miracle, 


that will not be otherwiſe ſaved ; and there- 


fore permitting obſtinate Perſons to reap 
8 . E 3 * $43 the 
1 Ads. 14. 16. | 
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the Fruits of their own Works, His ſeconds- 
y Intention takes Place, namely, the Mani- 
feſtation of His Power,Righceoulneſs, pa 
juſt - Severity, upon impenitent Sinners, 
whereby alſo the preciouſneſs of Grace A 
Mercy is the mate conſpicuous. to thoſe 
that receive it. 

Now, tho I like not by any Means that 
Diſtinction of the Divine Will into Secret 
and Revealed, (in the Hnlviniſtick Uſe of 
it) eſpecially when theſetwo are made to 
_ cotitradi&each other; as if it were God's 
Secret Will that Men ſhould Sin and be 
Damned, when His revealed Will bids 
them Repent and be Saved; this is to ſtem 
the Current of Scripture, and in Effect to 
to make void both the Law and Golpel. 1 
lay, tho I approve not this, nor ſhall I bor- 

any of the School Diſtinctions; ye l 

h ink the Scripture, will allow us to ſay, 
that the Divine Will is either Poſitive, Pre. 
cptive, or Permiſſive. By Poſitive, I mean 
Freſiſtahle, in reference to what God does 
Himſelf, or what He poſitively determines 
to be done; Preceptive is with reſpect un. 
toe Laus, and Mens voluntary Obedience 
tbeteunto ; Permiſſive in reſpect of Sin, 
And ver thb js; ſti the ſame moſt bleſſed 
arid CL ee Will, a8 it is the W e 
EE. tg 
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Sun-beams by which ſome ſort of Bodies 


are Hardned, others Melted, and a third 


a 


Caleigetk tf 1 
I come now to the laſt Part of my Un- 


dertaking, which is, to anſwer ſome of 


thoſe Object ions, that are wont to puzzle di- 
vers People about this Matter; but I have 
anſwered ſo many already, that have riſen 
by. the Way, and have enlarged beyond 
my Expectation in what is paſt, that I 
would think, it ſhould ſpare me ſome 
Pains in the Remainder. For the Strengtn 
of what now remains, may be ſumm'd u 
in a very few Oljections, and anſwered ( 
hope) in not many Words. 
a * is Matter of eaſie Obſervation, that 
the Objectors do ſtill ſuppoſe the Thing in 


94 a] 


Queſtion, and what ought to be proved be- 


fore the Objections can have any Force at 
all; as namely, that God's Foreknowledge 


of the End makes void the Uſe of Means; 


whereas it is fo far from doing that, that 


the Uſe. of Means and ſecond Cauſes. is 
therein ſuppoſed and imply d, as the Foun- 


tain of ſoch Foreknowledge. For if it 
were poſſible, that the Force and Efficacy 
of Cauſes could be uncertain unto God, 


the Foreſight of Effects would be ſo too. 
Thus, for Example, 1 God foreſees that 


0 


— 
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ſuch a Child ſhall live to be a Man of 


therefore ſuppoſe, that God for His Part, 
by His daily Providence, will continue un- 
to him a competent Meaſure of Health, In 
Strength and Capacity, and afford him it 
fit. Means and Opportunties of becoming 
Learned; and that the Boy, for his Part, 
will preg imploy and improve the 


ſame for the beſt Advantage to that End. 
Let us now fee the full Strength of what is 
wont to be objected in this Matter. 

Obj. F Ged's Foreknowledge doth aſcertain 
the End; to what Purpoſe is the Uſe of Mean: ? 
An ca can * no more e ren, 3 o 
if God foreſees that I ſhall certainly dye wit bi 

2 8 5 the 1 in the World witl 
not make me live a Day longer. But if He 
foreſees I ſhall live Twenty Nears, I ſhall not 
only need no Phyſick, but I may for Diverſion 
leap once a Day into a River, or into the Oce- 
an, without any Fear of Drowning, I can 


neither 


This Objection ſeems to make ſome little 


K Bao ello nn arg: 
Firſt, This ſort of Reaſoning reſembles ſo 
much that of the Devil to our Saviour, that 


| for be ſhall give his Angels Charge concerning 
rity againſt Dangers, and ſundry Evils 


Ground of God's Foreſight, and Cauſe of 
dion, namely, a prudent Care to preſerve 
re fran r 
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either fall ſhort of, nor go beyond that fatal 
Period which is fixed in Devine Preſcience. 


Noiſe, and yet at moſt is but a plauſible 


kind of : Fallacy, imploy'd only by vulgar 


and unthinking Heads, but unworthy a 
Man of good Conſideration. It is indeed 
anſwered in what hath been already ſaid; 

but I ſhall add ſomething more intheſe few 


it may very well ſeem to challenge the 
ſame * If God ſoreſees thou ſhalt 
live many Years, thou may ſt leap into the 
Sea, or throw thy ſelf down from a Pre- 
cipice (ſays the Objection), for thou muſt 
certainly live out thy appointed Time. * F 
thou be the Son of God, caſt _ ſelf down from 
this Pirmacle of the Temple (ſays the Devil), 


thee . Now, as the Ground of that Secu- 


mentioned in the giſt Eſalm, at wer. 8. i8 
omitted in the Devil's Quotation: So:the: 


the Event foreſeen, is omitted in the je- 


Eife. 


— 


%. 
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Life.: And as the Son of God was never like for 
to fall do vn and worſhip the Devil; fo any ce 
_ Man that lives to a - Age, — not fer 
like to attempt defperate Ways to deſtroy Fo 
himſelf. | The Anſwer too, given by our ( 


Saviour, is proper in this Caſe; Th Pri 
Halb t teinpt tb Lord thy G: For if he up 
loreſees the End, he ſoreſees alſo the Mean C 
conducing thereunto, which Means God but 
having gracioufly put into thine eownHands, SU 
- by ſhouldeſt thou tempt Him to fave thy te 
Eife, by Miracle, when! thou may 'ſt pre. Fo 
_ Javeirby:chy own: Diſcretion? Thus we 

fee the Devil's Argument; and that of the 
Objection, run exactly Parallel. 
„ :Secondly, The Fallacy of this Reaſoning 
tonſiſts partly in joining a Truth anda Fa-. 
firy together, and mak the one to infer the 
other; tho there be no Connexion between 
them; and partly in leaving out the Con] 
_ fideration' of chat which muſt be ſuppos di, 
to make the Senſe: compleat, whether thi 
Inſerence be true or falſe; ſor Inſtance, 
AJ et this be the Argumem in ſhort: 

nd Foreſees the Eu, therefore. it þ 
1 > arena od ERS 7 3 
I ay here, the Propoſition is true, but 
the Inferencs...( / without ſomething ell 
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like fl fuppoſed ) is falſe; for if the illative Parti- 
am ce therefore refer only to the Word Fore- 
not ſees, there is no good Conſequence, ſince 
troy Foreſight hath not any Cauſality, as bath 


our (1 hope) been proved. That Divine 
Tu Prefcience doth aſcertaiti the End, is true 
if hel upon this Account, .* That it beholds the 


jean Cauſes wherein the Certainty doth conſilt, 
God but that it doth ſo meerly of it ſelf, without 
and, Suppoſition of Cauſes, and proper Means 
e thy t9 effect that End, is falſe. God, by his 
Foreſight, lays tio. Neceflity upon the 
Event; but He foreſees it in its Caſes; ) 


the Argument muſt, in this manner, be 


elude auy Thing. 


— 2 


' the Cauſes foreſeen. 


ſees forme ſtrong Man, vigorous and health- 


N Medb. part iI pag. 45» 
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which Humane Endeavours ordinarily are 
no ſmall Part. Therefore the Senſe of the 


eompleated, before it can be made to con- 
S0 foreſees the Caiiſes produ@ive of ſuch | 


Effet; therefore ſuch Effect: will fol- 
bor, not from the Foreſight, but from 


© Thirdly, Let us ſuppoſe, that God ſbre- 


fal, ſhall dye within a Year, who accord- 
ing to the Courſe of Nature might lire 
Nee eke in ördiße probandi, - 


non eſt neceſſitas rei ipſius in ordine- cadfndl. 


. - 
© * 
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Twenty. If this be true, it muſt be true 
alſo, that Intemperance,Neglect of Means, 
or the like, muſt bring him to it: Some 
Cauſe there muſt be; but naked Foreſight 
is no Cauſe at all. Apain, ſuppoſe God 
ſoreſees, that ſuch a Perſon ſhall live twen- 
ty Years. If that be true, then that he 


ould attempt every Day to deſtroy him. 


ſelf, muſt be falſe ; for it God foreſees the 
one, He ſoreſees not the other, becauſe 
they are inconſiſtent. He doth not fore- 
| ſee Contradictions to be true, or Things 
to be that will never be; as once a wiſe 
Critick would needs maintain, That when 
| Jonas was ſent to preach unto Nine veb, God 
then ſoreſaw that City would be deſtroy d 
in ſorty Days, tho it ſtood many X ears after. 
But God doth not forefee that Cauſes will 
roduce ſuch Effects as are improper and 
poſſible; not that Repentance will pro- 
duce Deſtruction, nor that Poiſon, Drown- 


1 ing, or Debauchery,will produce Length of 
Days, and vertuous Prudence an untimely 


End. In a Word, Divine Preſcience beholds 
not Things in Parcels, but altogether in one 
View: Sees the ues and Periods of all 


”  - Things, not without, but in Conjun&ion 


vith the proper Cauſes conducible there- 
aa ome 


— 
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ee 


ue Fourthly, It may not be amiſs to remem- 

v5, ber, that as there are ſome true Propoſi. 

ne tions, which by leaving out a Word or two 

zht W may be made falſe: So there are others 

od and thoſe of Divine Authority) which 
0- W withoue ſomething underſtood, cannot 

he ¶ de made out to be true. Of the firſt Sort is 

m- il this, * My Doctrine is not mine; and again, 

the He 15at believeth on me, believeth not on me. 

ule ut this is the Devil's Way of quoting Scrip- 

re- I ture, leaving out the Context that ſhould 

ngs explain it, and in this manner too frequent. 

viſe ly do. fome Perſons deal with thofe Wri+ 

1en Nl tings they have a mind to cavil at. Of the 

30d other Sort is this, + Tet forty Days and Ni- 

y'd || neveh ſhall be overthrown; And || Know ye + 
ter. i vor that rhe Unrighteous ſhall not inherit the - 
will Kingdom of God? Now the Divine Purpoſe 

and for the Deſtruction of that City, and for 
ro- excluding (4) Fornicators, Tdolaters, 
n. Thieves, Drunkards, Extortioners, and the 

h of I like, out of the Kingdom of Heaven, is 
ely || denouncedabſolutely without any annexed 
olds | Condition; and yet alt acknowledge, that 
one | fuch Threatnings are conditionally to. be 
all underſtood, and to be executed only in caſe 
ton of Impenitency : And thus it is in I 
ere- if fent Caſe. That God foreſees the End, is 

. 1 true; 
„ J. 7e. Jo.12-44 tJon-3-4 IC g. C) v.10. 
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true; bur it 15 not the whole Truth, nor to 
be underſtood excluſive of che Means. It is I EA 
undoubtedly true, that Chriſt foreſaw the 
Deſtruction of Feruſalem ; yet we muſt not I II. 
thence infer, that He foreſaw ic without a- pat 
ny reſpect to Sin; for thus He complains, I 7 ; 
How often would Þ have gathered your Children ch. 
lToget ber, &. and yewould not How could it 
be matter of Complaint that they would not, Sue 
if the Peoples Choice be not imply d? Either I gf 
God ſoreſees, that Men will abuſe their Li- 


9 9 <> , as s 2 y „ ſor 
berty, or he doth not; if not, then neither is I \ ©. 
He Omniſcient, nor are the Seriptu res true; 


if He doth, then ſuch Forefight is ſo far from at 
taking away Men's Liberty, that it confirms ſes 
it; for Men cannot abuſe their Liberty unleſ I A. 
they have it; nor can they uſs it if the Ob- zn 
jection have any Force, which ſuppoſeth He 
Mens Endeavours, and the Ule of Means, to II. 
be in vain. Thus then I ſumm up what iz 

| hath been ſaid in Anſwer to the Object in, vn. 
* God that made the World made all Tbing: 
tber ein, ſeeing He is Lor dof 3 The 
end giveth unto all Life, and Breath, and all ja 
Things and bath make of one Boo ell Nations 

of Men to dwell upon the Earth, and determined 155 
the Times before appointed, aud the Bounds of 1;y 
their Habitat ion. We ought not to think, that I are 
5 5 | --- the ry 
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the Godhead. is like unto Stones, or ſtupid - 
Earth, that He ſhould be ignorant either of 
His own Off. ſpring, or of the Work of His 
Hands, or the Bounty of His Goodneſs. And 
having gracioufly endued Mankind wich the 
Light of Knowledge, and with a Faculty of 
chooſing Things for his Good, and avoiding. 
'hings Hurtful ; He doth not extinguiſh that 


Sight, nor take away ſuch Power of Ele. 


ion, unleſs it be, as a Puniſhment for 
ſome grie vous and long- continued Provo. 


'cation. But ſoraſmuch as He beholds at once 


in His Oniniſeieney, the Nature, Vertue, 


and Activity of all Creatures, with the Cau- | 
es, Events and Iſſues of all Things and li 
Actions, from Everlaſting to Everlaſting; - 


and: ſince: He knows moſt perſectly the 
Heart of Man, the Bent of His Affections, 
His Meaſure of Grace, and prevailing Mo- 


tives; He muſt of Neceſſity Boreknow the 


various Reſults of Man's Choice and Liber- 
ty of Will, without the leaſt Obſtruction to 
the free Gourſe and Exercife thereof. He 


| foreſeesthe End together with the Means, 


and the Effect, depending on its proper 
Cauſe. He foreſees, that ſome Men ſhall not 
live out b tbeir Day, but they are ſuch as 


ate Bloody and Deceit ful. He foreſees, that 


ebe, of .the Wicked fell be orencd'y 
bags fob | | AS Ue 


I. 55. 2%. + Prov as. 27. E 
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|, thall actually come to pals, which yet pot. I 
i] fibly might not be. Thus it is pofſible, I | 
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88 Of God's Foreknowledge, _ 
but then he ſhall fall by his own Wicked: 
_ | pores . that 
A Righteous Man pro is Days; 
not 55 daily Attempts to — — himſelf, 
-but (as the wiſe Man faith ) by the Fear of 
the Lord, and in the Way of Rigbteouſneſi. 
0. One Object ion more, and I have done. 
Ie bath been often ſaid in this Diſcourſe, That 
the Event foreſeen of God, is certain, and 
will come to paſs; and again, it bath been of- 
ſerted, that ſome Events, which have been fore. 
ſeen, might poſſubly not have come topaſs ; how 
can theſe Tuo Notions agree together ? 
I Anſwer, Firſt, That any Thing can be 
Certain or uncertain at the fame Time, 
and in the ſame Neſpects, is granted to 
be a Contraditon's but a Thing barely 
poſſible, which may either be, or not be, 
implies no Contradiction at all. For as there 
are many Things poſſible to be, which ſhall 


wy 


never come to Pas actually; other Things 


may go to Rome, but tis a Thouſand to One 

I ſhall never come there; and if it actually [ 

Jo fall out, yet that does not take away the 

Poſſibility of going thither; for Learned 

Men ſay, Malta futura eſſe quis non erum, C 

multa poſſe fieri quæ nom ſient. ms 4] 
i 1 ano, 
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od: Hand, ſomething will actually (that is, cer- 
hat N tainly) be done this Day, which poſſibly 


. might be deferr'd till to Morrow : Liad enim 
[ad Po ib ile eſt „ J#0 poſit o nullum ſequit ur incon deni. 


21 But all this, perhaps, will better appear 


1. An Event may be certain with re- 
bat ſpect unto God, which is not ſo to us; ſor 

nothing can be uncertain to Him that is 
Omniſcient 3 but to us, that know but in 


with ſome kind of Uncertainty”  _ 

2. An Event may be certain in it ſelf, 
on Suppoſition of certain Cauſes; and yet 
ſuppoſing other Cauſes, it would fall out 
quite otherwiſe, So that | 


tain in reſpect of Us. That is to ſay, it can 
ever ſo fall out, but that He, who knows 


ings de whole Train of Cauſes leading to i., 
Lo muſt of Neceſlity foreknow it. But it is the 
One Nauſes (not the Foreknowledge ) which 
ally Nnake it to be what it is; which being ſup- 
ae. ſpoſed, the Effect certainly follows. Which 
ra ertainty extends not to us, who are t2no- 
5 75 2 ant of the Cauſes. Let us ſee now, how 


bis will appear by Inſtances. 


fromthe Confideration of theſe Particulars. 


Part, almoſt every Thing future is obſcur'd 


* 3. The Certaimy of a future Event is Ab- 
ſolute in reſpect of God, Hypothetical-in 
eſpect of ir Self, but Unknownor Uncer- 


Suppoſe 


4 ** 
IF 


1 * : 4 "Ip 


Tous EZ 


5 the French King, beſore ere tanc 
turns Proteſtant ; — it ſo fall out or and 


not, God knows; for (as Solomon faith ) I Way 
* Toe Kings Heart is in the Hand of the Lord. Fug 
If-Conviction or Intereſt oblige him to be. {if ye 
come a Proteſt ant, the Effe& will certainly the 1 
follow; bur this is Hypothetical ; that is, I Plack 
upon Suppoſition of prevailing Cauſes and Hut, 
' Motivesit muſt follow. But to us there can Plac; 
be nothing of Certainty, whilſt we are ig - for « 
norant of that Prince's Intentions, neither Con 
know how it may pleaſe God to _ up-Fing t 
| on him hereaſte. in Sc 
The Captivity of the Fewr was certain. 
ly foreknown unto God, and, together with 
great Peſtilence foretold by the Prophet 
ib, in u very remarkable and parti. ph 
_ eular manner: And afterwards, ſaith the 
Lord, I will deliver Zedekiah King of Ju- 
dah, and his Servants,. and the People, ans 
| ſuch as are left inthisCity, from the Peſt ilence 
from the Sword, and from the Famine, in] Re, 
the:Hund of Neb d zar King of Baby | 
Jon, and into the Hand of their Enemies, Cc 
And he adds further, 7hat their City ſhal 
be given imo the Hand of the King of Baby 
lon, and be ſhall burn it with Fire Yet the 
| ſane nen is bent to > call them to Repen 
dance 


r I. "Aer 21, PTD ; 4: 


dye, tance, . to prevent even hb wi very Captivity, 
t ot 
th) 
Lord. 
) be- 
inly 


* a 


Ways and your Doings, if ye througbly execute 
ugg ment. between . Man and bis Neighbcur ; 


77 ye-oppreſs. net the Stranger, the Fatberleſs and 
the Re dow, and ſhed not cen Blood in this 


at is, ¶ Place, neither 95 after other Gods to Jour 
; and Hurt; then will I cauſe you to duell in this 


can Place in tbe Land that I gave 40 your Fathers 
re ig · for ever and aver. We ſee here a reſerved 
nm Condition, and fair: Poſſibility of preyent- 
k ups 


in Scripture, and fo much propheſied. God 
grant that we, by the ſame Method, may 
earneſtly endeavour to prevent another 


England at this Day. 
„ and beſore- mention'd; which was moſt cer- 


* Redemption by the precious Blood of Chriſt 
WAS... foreordained before the F oundatton of the 
IForld.z and *tis no leſs certain, that Adam 
had — Will, and Power to have perſiſted 


ne ; And: this ee Ae 


7 35677 7. Aer 1.15. 5 
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and tells them, {| If ye rhroughly amend your | 


ing that Eminent Captivity, ſo much noted 


. which has (th 75 been pre- 
pheſied too, and which everely threatens 


1 conclude with gf 3 8 Tranſgreſflonz 


tainly ſoreknown unto God, foraſmuch as 


innocent, which ſurely amounts at leaſt to 
i poſſibility of not tranſgreſſing the Divine 
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is enough to anſwer the Objection, and to oy 
ſuence any Argument that can be oppo- At 
JJCͥͤͥœLi !! 
lzhave now done; the Uſes I propound te 
my ſelf from this Diſcourſe, are ſpecially 
theſe Four: 1. To read the Scriptures Im. 
partially, and to value them equally, upon 
the Account of that Sacred Authority ſtampt 
upon the Whole, and the Spirit that breaths 
in every Part; not to build an Hypotheſis Ices | 
upon fome' few ſingle Expreſſions, further Eg. 
than it may appear to be conſentaneous 
to the integral Body of Truth contained an ft 
therein. 2. Inall myſterious Points, where- 
in there appears a Difficulty ,cither to affirm tber 
or deny, ſtill to adhere to that Side which e 
hath the ſurer Evidence; and wherein tie Ut 
Word of God is clear and unqueſtionable, ii 
to eſteem that the ſtrongeſt Evidence of all; Cat 
and unto which all Arguments from Humane PP 
Reaſon, and even Mathematical Demon - 
tration, muſt yield Submiffion. 3. But in N 
ſuch Matters, wherein there appears equal a] 
Danger in both Extreams, and wherein 
many Perſons have err'd on either Hand; . 
VB to take the MIDDLE WA Yand walkinit, | 
with ſuch Caution and Moderation, as to be 2 ©. 
Friends with them that tread not the very Puſn 
ſame Steps, and always ready to de en _ 


er tl 
if fo 
Perfe 


þ ren 


— — — — 
_ 


dt rther Diſcovery of Truth. 4. To repre - 
ppo- Ent the Ever. bleſſed God, in the beſt — 
Per that may be thought, and moſt worthy 
ado ſo glorious a Being, cloathed with all 
ally perfection, Beauty and Amiableneſs; not 
Im. Ne tender him Monſtrous, like armed Power 
won ithout Benignicy ; nor Contemptible, as 
ampt n ignorant or defective Deity; but eſpeci. 
eaths|'Y to think of him according to the No- 
theſis ces he has given of himſelf in his revealed 
cher ill; and not to imagine, that either his 
1eous ſſence, or many Times his Operations, 
le tan ſtoop to my little Underſtanding. 
here- And if TI were fit to give Advice to 
Mic bers, it ſhould be this, that no Man pre- 
vhich Name to demoliſh the Divine Attributes, and 
in cke Put of the Ruins thereof, to erect unto 
able, Pimſelf ſome groundleſs Fancy, which, like 
of all; E Caſtle in the Air, hath nothing ſolid to 
mane l Ipport it; as if God could not be juſt to 
mon- 


But in 
equal 


dayed at the Conſideration of the Fatal 
gerein Feriod 3 as if God could not foreknow- 
End; be Events of Things, but either Divine 
K in it, {Nice muſt be arraign'd, or Man degraded 
«to be lo Machines for as he that doth Righte- 
e very ulnels 15 righteous, and by Perſeverance 
ic any Nerein ſhall undoubtedly. be happy; ſo he 
urther ll «© 35 | that 


bis Creatures without being imperſect in 


| aw wilfally. verified. in Dn 
wicked; and without Repentance, muſt ex. ¶ act 
pect to be miſerable. But —— former of | - 1 
theſe will look upon Divine 8 as con 
_ the Cauſe of his-Happineſs; ſo neither can ¶ and 
the latter dame it, a any-Occalion of bi the 
* Mitery. Zit 
Let no Man think to arreſt Judgment, by Thi 
abſurdly: charging his own Prevarications de 
upon Divine Perſection ; as if a Man ſhould Jeſu 
urge, that becauſa God is perſect in all his and 
Attributes, he was therefore obliged to be dou 
|_ — wicked in all his Actions: Who would not I tion 
|. bluſh A the Impudence and Abſurdity off Me 
F_  fuchaPlea? —— —ͤ— Which Dar 
| - God cannot want and preſerve his Divini- 
1 tyzbur ro make ita Cauſes Man's Miſery 
= mperſectioæ lt is ho laß 
ceeſſential to che Divine Nature clan Omi 
preſence; and thoſe that will dare to fe- 
=. tort their? Wickedneſs upon God, may make 
. F tdb Aterihute asc cimin3aschgonier..: For! 
Men will nut truſt God wich chis Porckrow 
| OR NE. leſt that thould inſe 
a Neceſſity of Sinning, the next Ih ane 
— — — Diving 
Nreſenee ifcomm the infpectian of Wicked 
 nefi, beſt God ſhouid that Way become 
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—_— i}. + . E 6 


4 AE W 2 8 1 8 8 V SO 4 * < 
* by ALY 2 k 4 1 N 2 * 
- IF (2 : r * N 5 
© 1 > 2 » if RY Ws if — 5 
5 „ 9 Bt; 1 AE”, ve Rs... 4 0 
* | n — * Won $$ Sx 
— — 1 * = "F N * ty 
. ö > I 
d & "> f * . ve 
one 44 w 1 "II BY. 
2 WOW As oe” 
3 2 


Tr * 5 «ot "#* 1 : a 
2 $ * 5 F : 
# 5% SF 4 4 * WF — o 
- * IJ 3 ö 5 : 25 28 « 
* > * 
8 a 3 ” 6 
2 = 4 . _ 2; 2 8 the 1 4 1 
* o * * 85 2 
* . * 
— 
«> WY 3 
7 ee 4 
Oo 
- 


wigs of Evil be a any Cauſe . it, "Is not * 
actual Preſence at the Evil committed? 


- But the Scripture doth better inform us, 5 
concerning the Cauſes of Good and Evil, 
and of Man's Happineſs and Inſelicity, than 


the Shallow Reaſonings of ſome Perſons, 


who yet pretend to be wiſe above others. 
There we are taught, that Man's Happineſs 


12 the Grace of God in Chriſt 


freely offered to reaſonable Creatures, 
— willingly accepted by them. That the 
Soul, not by any blind Fatality, but by ra- 
tional Inducements, and the Uſe of proper 
Means, being convinced. of the Evil and 
Danger of Sin, and directed the Way to 
Salvation, is * to ſuch a Belief of the 
j Fans and ſuch a voluntary Obedience 
thereunto, as may render the Perſon accep- 
table with God through the Merits of our 
Jeſſed Saviour; In hom we have Redemp- 
tion through bi Blood, the Forgiveneſs of aur. 
Sint, according tothe Riches of 'bls Grace. 
Andthenthe Cauſe of Man's Sin — 
ſery doth conſiſt, not in Divine Preſcience, 
* ag the Prevalency of Corruption and 
iſing partly from an Original 


ä artiyfrom a wilſul Purſuĩt of ĩit- 
1 er the Plealuresof "_ 
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vil, thatadilige 
Aud feel their 


